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Laurier strikes
OUA gold over
the weekend
with a 1-0
win against
the Western
Mustangs

Laurier’s golden girls win OUA
SHELBY BLACKLEY
SPORTS EDITOR

LONDON, Ont. – Emily Brown felt like she was
due to feel the red ribbon around her neck.
The third-year women’s soccer all-star striker
had experienced enough disappointment in her
last two visits to the Ontario University Athletics (OUA) championship final that she wanted the
next one to end with a gold medal.
So when second-year defender Sarah Farano
stepped up to the 18-yard box, put the ball down

on the penalty kick marker and sent it past Western Mustangs’ second-year goalkeeper Tori Edgar
for the OUA championship win, it was a glorified
celebration for the Wilfrid Laurier Golden Hawks.
“I’ve been here two other times and unfortunately it’s been a disappointing outcome,” Brown
said after the celebration had ceased Sunday evening. “So it’s a great feeling to be to finally have the
red ribbon around our neck and to finally have the
trophy.”
Since Laurier’s last OUA championship in 2010,
the Hawks fell in the final twice in close affairs. In

2011 on their home field, Laurier lost 1-0 on penalty kicks to the Queen’s Gaels. In 2012, the Hawks
lost to the Ottawa Gee-Gees 1-0 in extra time.
But this time, it was Laurier who would prevail.
“The one thing I don’t think people recognize is
how young our team is,” said Laurier head coach
Barry MacLean. “We have a couple of fourth year
players, but most of our players are first and second year players. And we went through a few
growing pains, learning how we’re going to play,
Sports, page 19

Deans send warning after share sites found
Textbook publisher investigates after ‘WLU notes’ and communal Dropbox site is discovered at Laurier
question: one a BBA Dropbox folder
and the other a site called “WLU
Notes” which contained folders for
courses across business, arts and
science faculties.
“Students actually came forward
to their instructor and talked about
the fact there was material that
looked like it shouldn’t be circulating and they just felt uncomfortable
about it,” explained Kim Morouney,
associate dean of business: academic programs and associate professor at Laurier.
From there, the issue was brought
to Morouney who did a quick
Google search and was able to access both websites. She investigated

the Dropbox and business course
folders on WLU Notes and discovered test banks and some textbook
material on both.
The breech of academic integrity
is twofold: that publishers’ copyrighted material was available without permission and that it “represents an attempt to unfairly gain an
academic advantage,” as outlined in
Laurier’s Student Code of Conduct.
“I think first and foremost the issue is around that it’s publishers’
copyright material that was not supposed to be available in the form
that it was made available,” Deborah
MacLatchy, vice president academic
and provost, said in regard to which

is the more serious aspect of it.
Morouney explained that one
publisher has mounted an investigation and who admitted that they
try to prosecute people who have,
for example, accessed material
fraudulently.
“Another publisher laughed and
said this happens all the time and
that it’s very difficult to control,” she
continued.
“My purpose in sending out the
email to students was to let students
know that they should think about
what it is they are accessing, both
because it is academic misconduct
and it’s not a good way to learn,”
said Morouney, referring to students

using test banks to study rather than
using the material they are provided
with in lecture.
Both sites have since been taken
down.
Neither Morouney nor MacLatchy had knowledge about how
the sites were shut down. It could
have been Morouney who was contacting the site servers, the publishers working from their end or the
student(s) who owned the sites.
Morouney admitted they have
found some names associated with
files and are looking into this to see
what their roles were.
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Last week, Wilfrid Laurier University students were notified via an
email from their faculty dean that
an incidence of academic misconduct had been discovered and were
reminded of the stipulations of academic misconduct outlined in the
Student Code of Conduct.
The incident involved two websites which contained restricted
publishers’ material for bachelor of
business and administration (BBA)
students, and therefore infringed on
copyright laws.
There were two websites in
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Did you take MacLean’s magazine’s
rankings into consideration when you
chose Laurier?

We now have
a new Lead
Reporter!

Laurier keeper Katrina Ward receives her medal from Laurier’s director of athletics, Peter Baxter.

Bryan Stephens,
who has been a
staff writer since
September will
now be The Cord’s
Campus News
Lead Reporter
Welcome, Bryan!

ANNA BEARD CCE ARTS EDITOR

WLUSP president, Allie Leonard interviews a K-W resident at the CCE’s Night\Shift exhibit last week.

DearLIFE
Dear Life is your opportunity to write a
letter to your life, allowing you to vent
your anger with life’s little frustrations in
a completely public forum.
All submissions to Dear Life are anonymous, should be no longer than 100
words and must be addressed to your life.
Submissions can be sent to dearlife@
thecord.ca no later than Monday at noon
each week.
Dear Life,
Fuck off.
Sincerely,
No, actually, fuck off.
Dear Laurier Baseball Team,
I guess the U of T hockey team is
taking some tips from you. Hazing, abuse and suspended for a few
games, sheesh.
Sincerely,
I guess they substituted the Louisville Slugger for Crosby’s Composite
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In 2013, the Canadian Community Newspaper
Association awarded The Cord second place in
the campus community newspaper category.

“No, my decision was
based on the school
environment.”
— Brandon Thompson
third-year, environmental
studies

Dear Life,
People sometimes ask me how I
can be so patient during frustrating situations I then explain to them
the Tim Horton’s line in the science
building.
Sincerely,
Still waiting for my bagel

“I didn’t consider MacCleans at all.”
– Mark Aliwalis
fifth-year, bio-chem

The ‘Dear
Life’ section
has been a bit
lonely lately.
Submit one
anonymously
at
thecord.ca

“I didn’t consider rankings at all.”
–Sarah Major
third-year, sociology
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Cord believes in a balanced and impartial presentation of all relevant
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of controversy.
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Preamble to The Cord
constitution

Opinions expressed within The Cord are those of the author and
do not necessarily refl ect those of the editorial board, The Cord,
WLUSP, WLU or CanWeb Printing Inc. All content appearing in The
Cord bears the copyright expressly of their creator(s) and may not be
used without written consent.
The Cord is created using Macintosh computers running Mac OS
X 10.5 using Adobe Creative Suite 4. Canon cameras are used for
principal photography.
The Cord has been a proud member of the Ontario Press Council
since 2006. Any unsatisfi ed complaints can be sent to the council at
info@ontpress.com.
The Cord’s circulation for a normal Wednesday
issue is 8,000 copies and enjoys a readership of
over 10,000. Cord subscription rates are $20.00
per term for addresses within Canada.
The Cord has been a proud member of the Canadian University Press (CUP)since 2004.

The only limits of any newspaper are those of the world around it,
and so The Cord will attempt to cover its world with a special focus
on Wilfrid Laurier University, and the community of KitchenerWaterloo, and with a special ear to the concerns of the students of
Wilfrid Laurier University. Ultimately, The Cord will be bound by
neither philosophy nor geography in its mandate.
The Cord has an obligation to foster freedom of the press and
freedom of speech. This obligation is best fulfi lled when debate and
dissent are encouraged, both in the internal workings of the paper,
and through The Cord’s contact with the student body.
The Cord will always attempt to do what is right, with fear of neither
repercussions, nor retaliation. The purpose of the student press is to
act as an agent of social awareness, and so shall conduct the affairs
of our newspaper.

Quote of the week:
“He puked in your mouth?!”
–Copy Editing Manager Kaylee Grootjen misunderstanding Sports Editor
Shelby Blackley’s diatribe about a particular someone
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Students’ illness not food-borne

An investigation requested after numerous students fell sick determined the Dining Hall was not responsible

LINDSAY PURCHASE
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

A cluster of student illnesses that
were investigated last week as a potential food poisoning incident have
since been determined as a likely
seasonal flu or virus.
The Region of Waterloo Public
Health was called in to make the determination after seven students at
Wilfrid Laurier University reported
to Health Services last Wednesday
with gastrointestinal symptoms, including diarrhea and vomiting.
“We didn’t have any links through
inspections that the Dining Hall
were the ones responsible for the
illnesses,” said Nick Crawford, the
area manager for Waterloo in health
protection investigations.
The health inspector spoke with
Food Services and Health Services
managers, took food samples and
interviewed students to help determine if any patterns existed across
cases that would indicate foodborne illness.
As of Monday, according to
Health Services manager Karen Ostrander, 21 students had presented
with similar symptoms, which is not
uncommon for this time of year.
“We’ve had a few people presenting each day, but really not out of the
ordinary,” she said.
Crawford added, “This time of
year you have similar symptoms,
norovirus-like symptoms out in
the community. [Heath Services’]
conclusion is that this is not an outbreak, as such.”
The number of students presenting were divided between residence
and off-campus students, Ostrander
confirmed.
Cases may be higher, however, as not all students are likely to
have come to Health Services for
treatment.

“... there’s no direct connection to our facility, so
you shouldn’t be worried
about eating there.”

—Dan Dawson, assistant VP of student
services

“The number of students that
have officially presented and the
number of people who have told
Residence Life or other people that
they’re sick, those two numbers are
different from each other,” said Dan
Dawson, assistant vice president of
student services at WLU.
Students at five different residences were identified as being sick.
Residence staff worked in coordination with Health Services and Public
Health to circulate information.
“We tried to do kind of an outreach into the residence communities to remind students that if they
felt sick, whether for seasonal reasons or health reasons or things they
believed to be related to food, to let
their dons know or to go directly
to Health Services,” said Sheldon
Pereira, residence life manager at
Laurier.
Students who were sick were

MADELINE TURRIFF STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A Public Health investigation ruled out food poisoning from the Dining Hall as a source of illness.

provided with questionnaires from
Public Health to help assess consistencies across cases. Public Health
has not been able to determine the
nature of the illnesses, as no students provided stool samples.
While this bout of illnesses does
not appear to be highly contagious
or of a pandemic nature, Laurier has
provisions in place should a health
crisis of that nature take place.
Dawson explained that after the
SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome) outbreak in the early

2000s, all Canadian post-secondary education institutions had to
develop emergency preparedness
programs.
“If it is something extreme … like
a contagious virus, we would work
with Health Services on our epidemiology plan for how we contain
the spread of viruses and contagious
illnesses,” said Pereira, on how residences would respond.
Dawson noted that a priority is
now communicating with students
to ensure they have confidence in

the Dining Hall services and will
continue to eat there.
“On the food side, really what
we’re trying to do now, is make
sure students understand, as we’ve
posted on the website, we’ve had the
health inspection, they’ve concluded
that there’s no direct connection to
our facility, so you shouldn’t be worried about eating there,” he said.
To keep healthy, Health Services
urges students to practice frequent
hand washing and avoid contact
with sick persons.

New deal for BlackBerry
BlackBerry to see new CEO, funding after Fairfax takeover fails
LINDSAY PURCHASE
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

LENA YANG GRAPHICS EDITOR

Files investigated
—cover

“There can be serious consequences. People can be suspended,
they can be expelled, people can
have degrees revoked. It doesn’t
even protect people to be graduated
by the time this gets uncovered. But
the odds of tracking these things
down are, I think, a little bit low,”
Morouney said.
MacLatchy explained that investigations will be left up to each of
the faculties. Morouney expressed
her belief that it could be a “problem
that is far beyond just business.”
Mercedes Rowinsky, associate
dean of student affairs and special projects, was notified about the
sites, but by the time she went to investigate the arts folders on “WLU

Notes” it had already been shut
down.
As such, she was unable to comment on whether there was academic misconduct on the part of
arts students.
However, Michael Carroll, dean
of the faculty of arts, claimed that
arts students were not involved.
“To my knowledge, no arts students have behaved inappropriately
at all,” he said.
“We were able to find out some
information, but until we actually do
an investigation it’s pretty hard to
tell,” said MacLatchy.
“As you can imagine, it does
make it more challenging that
the sites are down, but we’ll follow up on whatever information is
available.”

Waterloo-based company BlackBerry Ltd. had something other than financial losses to report to its shareholders on Monday, with the unexpected announcement of a $1-billion funding influx and a change in
leadership.
A potential takeover deal with
Fairfax Financial Holdings, whose
interest was announced over a
month ago, was abandoned in favour of a new deal, which will
see John Chen step up as executive chairman and interim CEO of
BlackBerry, in place of former CEO
Thorsten Heins.
Chen, as CEO of Sybase Inc., orchestrated a successful turnaround
in the software-based company by
investing early in mobile information technology.
For Globe and Mail business reporter Sean Silcoff, who has carefully followed BlackBerry’s story, the
collapse of the Fairfax takeover was
not unexpected.
“There were a lot of doubts about
whether Fairfax could complete its
financing … There was a lot of skepticism in the market and we were
hearing that they were having trouble lining up investors,” he said.
Without many other bids on the
table, Silcoff noted that the alternate
deal may have seemed like the best
option to BlackBerry.
A leverage buy out, he explained,
would have likely increased the

company’s debt, because money for
a takeover is often borrowed.
“You look at BlackBerry and you
think to yourself, ‘well, this is a
company whose revenues collapsed,
that is bleeding cash and is this a
good candidate to have all this debt
added on to its balance sheet?’” he
added.
Fairfax will be providing
$250-million of the $1-billion in financing, with the rest coming from
unnamed investors.
The announcement yesterday
corresponded with a drop in stocks
from $9 a share to $6.50 on the Nasdaq Market, a drop of 16.4 per cent.
Ruth Cruikshank, Wilfrid Laurier University business professor of
strategy and strategic management,
felt that a successful takeover deal
would have “signaled a direction”
for the company and given more
confidence to shareholders.
“I think it was disappointing [for
shareholders]. It just kind of prolongs the uncertainty,” she said.
Chen, however, may be in an optimal position to address the longterm change needed to reposition
BlackBerry toward success.
“They’re looking for someone
who’s willing to make substantive change and that’s what his experience speaks to,” Cruikshank
continued.
“He sounds exactly like what the
company needs,” said Silcoff, noting
that Chen has demonstrated an ability to be a step ahead in technology,
something which BlackBerry has

been unable to do in recent years.
“Suddenly it gives people a new
story to tell about the company.
Who knows if that’s going to save
them or not? But at least, that’s the
kind of thing you would need for
anybody trying to build a future for
BlackBerry.”
Technology experts have speculated that BlackBerry will likely
move from the handheld device
market, having sustained large losses in recent years through its smartphone development, and more toward a software focus.
“The challenge will be attracting
and holding onto software personnel within [BlackBerry],” wrote Wilfrid Laurier University business professor Kenneth Harling in an email.
“And part of the turnaround will
involve instituting more professional management within the
company.”
“The turnaround CEO will have to
make some decisions about which
markets they can compete in and
which they can’t and that’s a hard
decision,” said Cruikshank.
“They still have a company that’s
largely oriented around a strategy
that’s all about building and selling
great handsets.”
While it’s difficult to predict what
the dramatic move will mean for
BlackBerry’s future, it’s clear that it
won’t be an easy road ahead.
“If this company succeeds, it has
to earn back,” said Silcoff.
“Nobody’s going to give this company the benefit of the doubt.”
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Ranks
evaluate
Laurier

Lighting
up WLU

LINDSAY PURCHASE

BRYAN STEPHENS

SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

LEAD REPORTER

Last Thursday was report card day
for the province’s universities, as the
annual Maclean’s magazine university rankings were released.
Wilfrid Laurier University didn’t
see any major changes – placing
tenth overall out of 15 universities in
the comprehensive category, compared to 11th from last year – but
university officials expressed satisfaction with the results.
“I thought Laurier should be
pretty pleased with where we are.
We’ve only been in the comprehensive category for a couple years now,
so being tied for tenth I think is a
good place for us and a recognition
of areas we continue to be strong
in,” said Deborah MacLatchy, vice
president of academic and provost
for Laurier.
The comprehensive category includes universities that have a mixture of undergraduate and graduate programs, as well as research
activity.
“Really, it’s probably a fair assessment,” said Stephen Franchetto, vice
president: student affairs for the
Wilfrid Laurier University Students’
Union.
“It’s going to take a few years before we’re able to move up, especially in the comprehensive category,
where that’s also reliant on things
like graduate programs and things
like research, where we haven’t traditionally been, but is becoming a
growing piece of what the university
does here.”

Ornamenting the Quad with a
candlelight display, Nov. 5 saw the
Charity Ball, in conjunction with
Winter Carnival, put on their annual
Luminera event. The event began at
9:00 p.m. and ran over the course of
an hour.
“People buy candles ahead of time
and put who it’s for and who they
are dedicating it to on the outside of
the bag,” explained Kendra Fillingham, president of Charity Ball and
organizer of the event.
“The bags then go all around the
Quad. It looks really pretty.”
Speaking about the goals of the
event, Fillingham said the event was
entirely for charity, with all the proceeds going to the Sexual Assault
Support Centre of Waterloo Region.
“Sexual assault has been a growing issue around the Laurier campus
the past few years,” Fillingham stated. “All the proceeds from the event
go to the charity. None of it is going
back to Charity Ball.”
Katie Oosterhof, who deals with
promoting awareness within Charity Ball, believes the event is a good
way to commemorate those important in our lives.
“It allows for people to honour
and remember those who they care
about,” she said.
J.C. Saunders, a volunteer with
Charity Ball who attended the event,
said he participated because he felt
it was the right thing to do.
“I felt a responsibility being a part
of Charity Ball and I liked the charity
they supported.”
Saunders also expanded upon
why he thought Luminera was an
important event for the Laurier
community.
“It’s a great fundraising technique,
plus it’s a good way to pay respect
through remembrance,” he said.
“We try and support local charities each year and decided this year
sexual assault has been a pressing
issue on campus,” Oosterhof said.
Teaming up with Winter Carnival,
Fillingham continued, helped in the
organizing of the event.
“So far it’s been very successful
and we’re happy to have Winter Carnival’s support.”
Oosterhof said that they raised
money through a competition
amongst the different teams in this
year’s carnival. However, while the
element of competition was present, the overall goal was still to raise
money for charity.
“It was a competition for the
teams [involved with] Winter Carnival, but we got all of the money to
give back to charities,” she said.
Looking at how the night went as
a whole, Fillingham thought it was
a success.
“We raised a lot of money for
charity and met our goals for what
we wanted to raise.”

Luminera was held
Tues. in the Quad

LENA YANG GRAPHICS EDITOR

For most of the categories, Laurier ranked near the middle of the
15 universities within their comprehensive grouping.
When asked what this says about
the university, MacLatchy responded, “I think it reflects that Laurier
has gone through a period of intense growth. We’ve grown more,
grown faster than any university in
Ontario.”
She also noted that universities
moving up or down the rankings are
also often the result of incremental
changes, as sometimes schools are
close together in rankings.
“We really have no bad universities in Canada, so, therefore, you’re
ranking amongst very good institutions,” she said.
In the ranking of best overall university, Wilfrid Laurier ranked 22nd
out of 49, moving up from the 25th

spot last year. It remained at 35
for “leaders of tomorrow,” and improved marginally in both innovation and quality.
Franchetto doesn’t believe that
the rankings always give the full picture of what a university is offering
its students.
For example, larger class sizes
may be reflective of reduced government funding for universities.
“That really reflects a lot of budgets getting tighter and universities
having to make difficult choices and
just not really having a lot of room
to invest in new faculty,” Franchetto
said.
Laurier was ranked low in first
and second-year class sizes, at an
average of 94.7 students, as well as
in student-to-faculty ratio, at 29.3.
Both MacLatchy and Franchetto
believe that, for better or for worse,

the rankings do matter to prospective students.
“I think it would be silly to not
recognize that prospective students
and parents are looking for information and I think the Maclean’s
ranking can provide one piece of
information,” said MacLatchy. “I
hope it’s not the only piece of information students are deciding on
universities.”
“I think they carry a lot of weight,”
added Franchetto, noting that current students also take pride in the
school’s reputation.
He emphasized, however, the importance of looking at where the
rankings come from.
“They need to take these and look
at what’s behind them and look at
the context. Especially the government context of how they can shape
these,” said Franchetto.

ANDRIANA VINNITCHOK STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Signs at the entrances of campus have had their logos defaced, while other wayfinding signs have been blank for the past nine months.

No progress on school signs
VIRGINIA TREMAINE
STAFF WRITER

If the signage around campus is
leaving you more confused than directed, you likely aren’t alone. For
the past nine months at Wilfrid Laurier University, building directory
signs have remained empty, signs
have been broken and others have
been left mismatched.
“The signs we have now…it’s just
a dog’s breakfast of signs,” admitted
vice president of physical resources
at Laurier, Gary Nower.
But physical resources seems to
have its hands tied regarding the
issue, as — according to Nower —
there is no room in their budget to
update the signage.
“The old signs, they are expensive
and outdated and [the department]
doesn’t have the money to maintain
them the way that they are now,”
said Nower.

Because of this cost of upkeep,
physical resources developed a new
signage standard for Laurier.
Nower explained that building
identification signs will no longer
include departments within the
building because it is impossible
and expensive to keep up with.
The other major change will be
a new uniform consistency among
Laurier’s interior and exterior
signs. These signs will conform to
the same approved colour and font
scheme to more effectively act as an
official guide around campus.
The planning has been both completed and approved; now it is just
a matter of finding the right time
where there is approximately a half
a million dollars worth of budget
room to update the signs.
“The half a million dollar budget includes all of the signs for Waterloo, Kitchener and Brantford
campus signs to be updated,” said

Nower.
For now, the only signs that will
undergo improvements are the flagship signs located at each of the
campus’ entrances. These signs
have had their logos completely
ripped off. These gateway signs are
to be replaced with new signs before
December of this year.
“There is a project that has been
cancelled that has made some money available, and we are changing all
of the gateway feature signs,” Nower
said.
Other exterior building identification and wayfinding signs will remain on hold indefinitely until room
is made in the budget cycle.
“It’s amazing how expensive signage is... One of the building identification signs can cost $2,500 to
have made and installed.”
“We are hoping over time to replace all the exterior signage, but it
is the exterior signage that we are

facing budget issues with because of
other priorities,” he continued.
Physical resources has any number of competing projects that pushes updating Laurier signs toward the
bottom of their “to-do” list.
“The Science building updates
will cost $5 million to update to
keep the fumehoods working, heating and cooling, and making sure
the roof doesn’t leak. It’s a bigger
priority and those are some of the
bigger competing projects for us, so
we have to make those decisions,”
Nower explained.
Updating signs around campus
is about more than just aesthetics,
Nower noted. Signage standards
are also shared with emergency response teams to improve ease in
navigation around campus.
“It’s still important. It’s just a
matter of finding an appropriate time to make these changes a
reality.”

“The bags then go all
around the Quad. It
looks really pretty.”

—Kendra Fillingham, president of
Charity Ball and Luminera event
organizer
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Decision nears for projects
KAITYLN SEVERIN
STAFF WRITER

KATE TURNER VISUAL DIRECTOR

Over the summer, the Student Life
Levy (SLL) committee put $231,000,
one-third of the total levy, toward a
set of eight projects that would enhance student life on campus. With
the completion of these projects
by the end of September, the next
phase has begun and will direct the
application of the second third of
the money.
While the first third of the money
was largely allocated by the committee based on student feedback,
the second third of the money involves student proposals. For the
past month, Annie Constantinescu
and Roly Webster of the Wilfrid
Laurier University Students’ Union
have been encouraging students to
submit their ideas for SLL projects.
“In the past, a lot of projects
[came] from students that were engaged in this organization or somewhere else on campus, as well as
staff and faculty,” explained Roly
Webster, executive director and

at large would have more access or
better awareness of this fund and
therefore submit more proposals.”
“I think it’s a good idea,” commented Jordanne Whitmarsh, a
second-year global studies student
at Laurier. “Students usually don’t
have a huge say in these kinds of
matters, so I think the Union will
prove this idea to be successful.”
The last third of the money will go
through the same process as the one
running now.
This will take place in February
with the final decision on proposals
being made in March.
The splitting of the money into
thirds is part of a new timeframe
that was set out for the SLL last year.
In previous years, the money was
allocated near the end of the school
year, which meant that students
rarely saw their contribution put to
use during that school year.
“The change we wanted to
achieve was to make a difference for
the students,” Webster explained.
“The fund is to enhance the student
experience.”

Funds target
campus culture

Mexican
tradition
shared

The Change Project is a report that will
address gendered violence on campus

MARISSA EVANS

MARISSA EVANS

CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR

Strings of colourful flags crisscrossed the ceiling overtop of tables
lined with an assortment of framed
photos, food and skulls in a classroom in Bricker Academic Building
on Thursday. This was the setting
of a Day of the Dead event, hosted
by Maria Eugenia de Luna Villalón’s
SP 301 class to teach the Laurier
and Waterloo community about the
Mexican tradition.
The event involved a group of
students in de Luna Villalón’s class
giving a presentation on the Day of
the Dead in Spanish. At the front
of the room with them were several ‘alters’ which they referred to
intermittently.
“The biggest thing here is that
everyone basically thinks that Day
of the Dead is Mexican Halloween,”
Daniel Rivas explained after the
presentation. “It’s really not.”
Rivas, a third-year politics and
Spanish student, was one of the
presenters. The Day of the Dead, he
continued, is a two-day celebration
that takes place on Nov. 1 and 2 and
is meant to honour the dead.
“It’s very family-based,” explained
Kathleena Hynes, a third-year languages and literature student who
also presented at the event. “It’s a
family holiday for them. Here, you
get to knock on each door and take
candy from strangers.”
Families spend the day visiting and cleaning the tombs of their
loved-ones. They also create altars
which are decorated with flowers
and items that the deceased individual enjoyed. Examples of such altars
were set up at the event.
The event was part of a project de
Luna Villalón, an associate professor Spanish, assigned to her students that was aimed at coupling
teaching with learning. At the beginning of the course, students were
divided into groups and assigned
different tasks relating to their unit
on the Day of the Dead.
De Luna Villalón explained that
some students were asked to give a
class presentation on research they
had done on the Day of the Dead.
Other students were tasked with
creating a promotional video, a
poster and giving a presentation on
several prominent Spanish figures

chief operating officer of the Laurier
Students’ Union.
This year, he continued, they
wanted anyone at the Waterloo
campus, whether in an organization
or not, to send in their ideas.
The deadline for proposals was
Oct. 18. The Students’ Union, the
university, and SLL committee will
be meeting on Nov. 14 to discuss the
proposals and decide which ones
will be put into action.
Annie Constantinescu, WLUSU
president and CEO, was unable to
comment on the proposals as she
is bound by a confidentiality agreement to not disclose anything until
the final decisions are made. Likewise, members of the committee
could not speak on the topic until
after the meeting on the 14th.
“We’ve seen more undergraduate students submit proposals in
the first round this fall that will be
considered at the committee meeting later this month,” Webster commented. “The two things we were
trying to achieve was to make a difference earlier on and that students

CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR
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Altars are traditionally created by families to honour the deceased.

that they could devote altars to at
the event.
“I wanted them to work on something that they could bring to the
rest of the community that was relevant inside our classroom and to
share that knowledge with the rest
of the community,” she explained.
This was the first year it ran and
she hopes that it will continue. She
thought that the event went well,
considering it was the first time doing it.
“I think there are things that we
have done just right and maybe a little we can improve on.”
While she felt the turnout was
good, she explained that the majority of those in attendance were in her
class or other Spanish classes.
“In the future, I would like to see
more students that are not Spanish students,” de Luna Villalón said.
“But because this is the first time, we
have to promote it and build on it.”
For Gregory Maza, a member of
the Waterloo community who is
originally from Venezuela, this was
his first contact with the tradition.
“It’s a good way to show what this
day is for Mexican people,” he said.
“I really liked it.”
His first language being Spanish,
Maza said he enjoyed seeing the effort the students put into doing the

“I think there are things
that we have done just
right and maybe a little
we can improve on.”

—Maria Eugenia de Luna Villalón, associate professor of Spanish

presentation in Spanish.
“It feels good for me, as somebody who speaks Spanish, to listen
to people that it’s not their first language doing this good job,” he said.
“Trying so hard to do the right pronunciation and get the right meaning of every word. It’s really good, I
really enjoyed it.”
Hynes believes events such as
this are important for the languages
department.
“Each language has their own culture,” she said, “And those language
cultures are in many countries. So
you learn a lot about each culture by
having these outreach programs.”

According to a Canadian study done
in 1993, 25 per cent of all female
post-secondary students have been
physically and/or sexually assaulted
by a male date or boyfriend. Onein-five male students surveyed said
that forced intercourse was all right
“if he spends money on her,” “if he
is stoned or drunk,” or if they “had
been dating for a long time.”
This and other troubling statistics surrounding post-secondary
students prompted the creation of
The Change Project, a report being
formed to help address gendered
violence at Wilfrid Laurier University and the University of Waterloo
(UW).
“The project is meant to look at
the nature and extent of gendered
violence on the Waterloo and Laurier campus,” said Lauren Burrows,
the Change Project volunteer coordinator and research assistant.
“And then to develop comprehensive strategies to respond to this and
hopefully to improve that situation.”
The project is funded by the Status of Women Canada, who awarded 21 grants to universities across
Canada to end gendered violence
on campuses. The Sexual Assault
Support Centre (SASC) of Waterloo
Region, who is overseeing the project, applied for the grant. SASC had
already been doing work on this at
Laurier, but had to stop due to lack
of funds.
Since receiving the grant in July
2012, it has enabled them to continue where they left off, as well as to
forge new partnerships.
Partners include The Social Innovation Research Group (SIRG), Laurier’s Centre for Women and Trans
People and Diversity and Equity Office, UW’s Women’s Centre, Laurier
and UW.
Over the past year they have had
difficulty getting ethics approval.
“It did slow down our process to
engage students more on campus
and then that just slows down our
ability to do other things,” explained
Joan Tuchlinsky, public education manager at the SASC. “I think
things will speed up in the next three
months.”
This year, they are working on

data collection. Their goal is to reach
500 students with surveys as well
as have a couple campus conversations to get the community talking
about the issue of gendered violence
on campus.
“We’re trying to get a sense from
students how frequently they intervene when they see something that
might look like gendered violence
and how comfortable they feel doing
that,” said Jay Harrison, The Change
Project coordinator, of the surveys.
While there have not been as
many males participating as females, Harrison said that they have
had several eager male students
willing to do the survey.
“I think that’s one of the pieces
that we’ve been trying to get away
from with this, is that this is a women’s issue,” said Harrison. “It is to
the extent that women are most
likely to experience these types of
violence. But I think that it would be
fantastic if we could start to change
the conversation to: what is the role
of all of us…to be active citizens on
campus.”
“What we know just from our
work with our agency is that addressing attitudes and behaviors
tend to create an environment
where gendered violence is more
likely to happen, that is what we
need to address,” said Tuchlinsky.
“More so than whether the light is
good here or there — it’s not that we
shouldn’t address that. We will be
looking at that. But it’s those underlying behaviours and attitudes.”
The final report is anticipated to
be done around April 2015.
It will be given to stakeholders
at the university to give them recommendations on where they can
make changes to help end gendered
violence.
They are also hoping to share it
with other institutions.
Harrison commented on the impact she hopes the report will have.
“I think that in the first place I
hope that it provides some evidence
of what we’re already doing… But
also point out some of those gaps.”
She noted the way the Laurier
culture has banded together over the
past year to address mental health.
She believes this could, “just as easily be done around the issue of gendered violence.”
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Recovery for
St. Jacobs
LAURA BUCK
LEAD REPORTER

St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market, once the
victim of a devastating fire, is on its
way toward recovery.
The market is currently undergoing the installation of a temporary
structure that will accommodate
up to 60 of its vendors who were
displaced due to a fire in September. The building now consists of a
steel frame with a fabric roof, pulled
taught over the structure.
Cliff Janssens of Bruce Schmidt
Construction, the company hired
to install the temporary structure,
was pleased with the progress of the
building.
“It actually went really well,” Janssens said. “It really went smoothly.
To install the covers it takes good,
calm weather so it’s been a little bit
challenging that way but the covers
are over now and installed.”
The completed construction of
the building is expected for the beginning of December.
Market manager, Liz Thomas explained that the new building will
house nearly all of the vendors who
were displaced by the fire.
“I do believe they are all coming

back,” she said. “With the exception of the fast food people that
needed hoods, you can’t put exhaust
hoods in a building with a cloth
roof, so we’ll accommodate them
elsewhere.”
Jenny Shantz, media spokesperson for St. Jacob’s Farmers’ Market
explained that the building can be
used as more than simply a temporary structure.
“It has potential to last a really
long time,” Shantz said. “It could last
as long as twenty years, so it’s more
than just a tent. We’re going to probably continue to use it for some purpose even after we build the permanent building.”
Thomas noted that the plans for
the permanent structure are still in
the design stage. According to Mercedes Corporation, the owners of
the market have not yet decided on
a construction company to work on
the permanent structure.
“The goal is to get that temporary structure open for the first week
in December, but anything can go
wrong, like delays with various aspects of construction,” Thomas said.
The Kitchener and Waterloo
Community Foundation have established a fund for the vendors who
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Reconstruction is well underway for St. Jacobs Market, which now has roof structures and frames.

suffered financial losses as a result
of the fire in September.
Rosemary Smith, chief executive officer of the Kitchener and
Waterloo Community Foundation
(KWCF), explained that the fund
aims to relieve the financial burden
of uninsured vendors in three areas
of loss.
“What we have learned so far,”
Smith said, “is that one type of
loss is equipment and inventory,
a second one would be employee

salaries and the third area would
be the whole area of business
interruption.”
The KWCF has approached the
Township of Woolwich to partner
with them to receive grants dispersed from the fund. Smith explained that Woolwich would work
with the foundation to ensure that
the donors affected would receive
financial aid and that it would be
spent in the manner intended.
“So we’re hoping to raise funds

between now and the end of the
year and at that point in time we will
be distributing to those vendors, according to their applications. Vendors will receive money to cover
losses in each of the aforementioned
areas,” Smith added.
Thomas also added that the
cause of the fire is under an ongoing investigation with the Fire Marshall and could not give any updates regarding the progress of the
investigation.

New 548 area
code for K-W
Regional growth has caused a need for a
new area code set to happen July 2015
JORDAN SMITH
STAFF WRITER

LENA YANG GRAPHICS EDITOR

Inter-city transit pushed
LAUREN ROSE
CORD NEWS

Improved inter-city rail transit to
the Region of Waterloo was recently
discussed by regional council, who
are advocating new solutions to an
alleged traffic problem that impedes
transit efficiency.
Because of the high density of
traffic flow to and from the area, a
need has been expressed for faster and more frequent travelling
systems.
Regional council approved at
its Oct. 30 meeting its intention to
push VIA Rail to restore trips that
have been eliminated and to create a trip schedule that complements the GO rail service, as well as
to encourage the province to create
comprehensive inter-city passenger rail service strategy for Southern
Ontario.
“The extension and improvement
of rapid transit from Waterloo to Toronto would open up countless job
opportunities for me personally,”
said Cody Greer, a fourth-year student at Wilfrid Laurier University.
“If we had a better system of rapid transit and I was able to avoid
commuting by car, I would actually consider applying for jobs in

Mississauga and Toronto and it
would open up my employment
options.”
According to a study conducted
by Statistics Canada, approximately
29 per cent of individuals sit in traffic in the Greater Toronto Area on
highway 401 each day.
Currently, the only GO service that operates to the Toronto
area from Waterloo at frequent
and regular times daily is the GO
bus which stops at both universities and carries on to Square One in
Mississauga.
Recent Laurier grad, Sara Lawrence, believes that the improvement of our rapid transit system
would be an asset to the region.
“For me personally, if I had
stayed in Waterloo, that would have
opened more opportunity for me in
terms of working in Toronto,” she
said. “I think it could be beneficial
for people looking to move their
work outside of the city.”
Veronica Naas, rapid assistant for
the Region of Waterloo, explained
that a proposed “Transit Hub Project” is currently in the works.
“This ‘hub’ would link together
VIA Rail GO Transit, GRT, the proposed Light Rapid Transit,” she
said.

“It would serve as a central stop
where commuters would be able to
catch all forms of transportation in
one place.”
The hub is set to be located at
King St. West and Victoria St. North
and will be called the “King/Victoria
Transit Hub.”
“GO Transit is not directly affiliated with region of Waterloo public
transit,” Naas added.
“However, this hub would allow
the systems to be connected so that
people can hop on a bus, catch the
LRT, catch the GO train, etc.”
The Region is also calling Metrolinx for an extension of two-way GO
train service between Union Station
and Mount Pleasant on the Kitchener line. The Region would like to
see this include a stop in downtown
Kitchener.
GO Transit and Metrolinx also
have major expansion plans in the
works for southwestern Ontario,
which they are calling their “Big
Move” project.
This project will entail the complete renovation and improvement
of Union Station downtown Toronto, as well as the extension of various train lines and the construction
of new lines in the GTA and Hamilton area.

A new area code, 548, will be introduced into southwestern Ontario
come June 2015. Waterloo Region
will be amongst those included in
the new numbering block.
“We have a protected life for area
codes of around eight to ten years,”
said Guillaume Castonguay a media
relations personnel of the Canadian
Radio-television Telecommunications Commission (CRTC).
“226 was introduced in, I believe,
2006 and now we’re looking at an
exhaustion of these numbers both in
519 and 226 around the end of 2015,”
he added.
There have also been outside factors that have led to the new area
code.
“It’s definitely because of the population [growth] and also because
of increasing demands on numbers, because now people often have
two or three phone numbers, one
at home and one or two mobiles;
and there is also machines now
that communicate between each
other using phone numbers,” said
Castonguay.
What remains ambiguous though
are if either of these factors had a
disproportionate effect on the need
for the new area code.
“We look at the rate at which the
numbers deplete and once we identify an area that will soon be depleted we introduce a new one. We don’t
necessarily look at all of the reasons
why these numbers are depleting,”
stated Castonguay.
Another important fact is that
there is also increasing competition
between the phone companies all
around Canada.
“Companies each need their own
blocks of numbers, so the more

“Now we’re looking at
an exhaustion of these
numbers in both 519 and
226 around the end of
2015.”
—Guillaume Castonguay, media relations personnel of the CRTC

companies offering blocks of numbers at the same time, the more
numbers need to be available,” continued Castonguay.
Since the announcement of the
new 548 area code, some concerns
havearisen about whether changes
will affect those already subscribed
to 519 or 226 phone numbers.
Castonguay, however, assures
that the new area code will not be
affected these individuals.
“This region is already using ten
digit dialing because there are already two overlapping area codes
with 226 and 519” he said. “Every
subscriber will remain in the same
number, it will only be new numbers after June 4th 2015 that can be
assigned numbers in the 548 area
code.”
The new area code then indicates a number of factors: population growth, proliferation of mobile
devices and increased corporate
competition.
All three arguably point towards
a growing and thriving economy.
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K-W in brief
New community services
commissioner for Waterloo

Allan Seabrooke has been hired by
the city of Waterloo as commissioner of community services. He will
begin his position on Nov. 18, moving from his position as chief administrative officer for the Otonabee
Region Conservation Authority. He
has worked in a number of other positions in the GTA.
The commissioner of community services will oversee fire rescue, environment and parks, bylaw,
recreation and other communityrelated initiatives, and is a new position that was created by the city
earlier this year in an organizational
review.

Relish recall in St. Jacobs
KHA VO STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

IBM specialists have been in Waterloo for three weeks evaluating the Northdale neighbourhood and addressing some of the challenges.
ASHLEY DENUZZO
LOCAL AND NATIONAL EDITOR

The City of Waterloo has earned a
grant from the IBM Smarter Cities
Challenge, which aimed to address
some of the critical challenges facing cities.
Waterloo first earned the sponsorship one year ago and is amongst
31 cities world-wide to be a part of
the program.
Now, IBM specialists from various regions around the globe will
evaluate and explore how to improve the Northdale area and the
growth of Waterloo.
“The idea behind this is to allow cities to share their challenges
and learn from best practices from
other cities,” said Joanne Fortin, the
public relations practitioner for IBM
Canada.
“All the cities in the world are
faced with barrier challenges, water
management, growth populations

and the capacity of housing and
development,”
“It’s our way on looking forward
and seeing how we can fix complex
problems.”
IBM first came to Waterloo on
Oct. 21 and are currently in their final week of the project.
In July, the Ontario Municipal
Board (OMB) approved a “community improvement” strategy for Waterloo’s Northdale neighbourhood,
with the vision to clean up the area
and make it more multi-functional.
This Smarter Cities Challenge is
just another way to address some of
the issues coming from Northdale
and draw out some solutions.
“Waterloo’s got two incredible
universities, you’ve got leadership
centers, start-up companies, so
there’s a lot of activity in all of this,”
Fortin said. “And we were asked
to look at all of this and come back
with some recommendations and
some findings and see if there are

any areas of improvements; really
seeing what’s out there that could
help out.”
The Smarter Cities Challenge
started in 2010 with the plan to help
100 cities worldwide improve their
communities.
IBM works closely with city leaders to deliver recommendations on
how to make the city “smarter and
more effective.”
Waterloo is now amongst top cities from Africa, Asia, Europe, America and Oceania who have all been
helped with economic development, environmental issues, social
services, transportation and urban
planning.
The program has also recently announced that they will be expanding
their services for an additional three
years.
“We want to give back what everybody gave back,” Fortin said.
IBM was out on the Veteran’s
Green Park Friday afternoon doing

some yard maintenance and cleaning. This was intended to help promote the Smarter Cities Challenge
and demonstrate the initiative that
is taking place.
“Really helping restore the beauty
of the park,” said Dennis Bly, the
IBM Academic Initiative Relationship Manager on Friday, on the purpose of the initiative.
Bly explained the importance of
the IBM Smarter Cities Challenge.
“Not just physically improving the
community, but bringing the community together,” he said.
IBM will be delivering some of
their comments on Nov. 6 at RIM
Park. A report will be presented to
Waterloo Mayor, Brenda Halloran,
explaining how the city can create an action plan for the Northdale
neighbourhood.
“It gives the chance for everybody
to be on the same page, remain with
the city and see how they can develop knowing all of this,” Fortin said.

Hot dog relish sold by Orange Blossom Farm at the St. Jacobs Farmers’
Market has been recalled by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency.
There are concerns that the unbranded relish may contain clostridium botulinum, a bacteria that
causes botulism. Contaminated relish may not appeared spoiled, but
people may have symptoms including nausea, vomiting, fatigue, respiratory failure and others.
No illnesses have been reported
so far.

Knives pulled during WalMart argument

Two Kitchener men, age 23 and 26,
and a 25-year-old Waterloo man
were arrested and given dangerous
weapons charges after knives were
pulled during an argument outside a
Wal-Mart location in Kitchener.
The altercation took place on
Monday evening and police were
called to the scene at 6:47 p.m.
No one was injured at the 1005
Ottawa St. N scene.
- Compiled by Lindsay Purchase
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Liberals say ‘no’

Bill 60
moves
ahead

Province re-asserts that beer and wine
will not be solicited at convenience stores
connor ward
staff writer

laura buck
lead reporter

Wireless consumers in Ontario may
be protected by new provincial legislation if the proposed Bill 60, the
Wireless Services Agreements Act,
is passed is the legislature.
Bill 60 passed its third reading
in the legislature last week with a
unanimous 96-0 vote. The act aims
to strengthen consumer protection
with respect to wireless services.
Legislators are hoping for the bill to
take effect by the spring of next year.
The provincial bill reflects many
similarities with the Canadian Radio-television Telecommunications
Commission’s (CRTC) Wireless
Code of Conduct which will take
effect on December 2 of this year;
however Bill 60 aims to provide further enforcement of the guidelines
offered in the Wireless Code.
Bill 60 is a private members’ bill,
which was first tabled by Liberal
MPP David Orazietti.
Bryan LeBlanc of the Minister’s
Office at the Ministry of Consumer
Services explained the proposed
legislation. “We think the CRTC’s
Code doesn’t go far enough in protecting consumers,” LeBlanc explained. “Bill 60, the Wireless Services Agreement Act, fills gaps that
are not addressed in the code.”
LeBlanc explained that response
from the CRTC has been positive
stating, “The CRTC has said that our
bill and their code can coexist.”
“Our legislation is modeled a lot
on what has been in place in Quebec for four years and that seems to
be working well,” LeBlanc added.
Manitoba, Newfoundland, Quebec
and Nova Scotia each have similar legislation. “Everyone has the
same sort of goal. The province has

andreas patsiaouros staff photographer

Bill 60 aims to build on the guidelines offered in the Wireless Code.

jurisdiction over contracts, so what
this does is it deals with the kinds
of contracts they can use, the agreements that they sign. In the main,
it’s the same goal.”
Eric Rancourt, Senior Manager in
Communications and External Affairs at the CRTC explained that the
federal Wireless Code can co-exist
peacefully with the proposed provincial legislation. “It was done in
a way that it could be complimentary to any legislation passed by the
provinces,” Rancourt said. “Our objective was to make sure that there
were some basic protections for
consumers across the country.”
LeBlanc outlined several of the
main provisions in Bill 60 explaining that among other things it will
address cancellation fees and contracts. “We’re capping cancellation
costs,” LeBlanc said. “We’re making sure that contracts are in clear
language and they clearly explain
what services are provided and what
would result in extra costs. We have
a provision that says that fixed term
contracts can’t be amended without

a consumer’s consent. One of the
key enforcers of this is that if you
sue your carrier because they overcharged you and you win that case,
they have to pay you triple the impetus, so they have to pay you three
times what they owe you.”
Rancourt commented on the response the CRTC has received from
Canada’s telecommunications
companies. “I would say generally
speaking it was very positive, it was
something that they came to us and
asked for, so it didn’t come out as a
big surprise, and they were engaged
throughout the process as well. The
Wireless Code in its final form took
into consideration a whole lot of
factors and a whole lot of comments
that we received both from Canadians and the wireless industry.”
The Ministry of Consumer Services has had an overall positive
experience with Canada’s wireless
companies, LeBlanc explained. “We
had long and I think fruitful consultations with the wireless companies. I believe that they’ll support
this bill and we’ll move on.”

Alcohol will continue to be distributed by Crown corporations, as the
Liberal party has made it clear that
convenience store realtors will not
sell beer and wine anytime soon.
At the moment, the Ontario
Progressive Conservatives are the
stand-alone party differing from the
Liberals. Recently, they released a
paper calling for the sale of alcohol
at private retail locations in Ontario.
The main concern with increasing private retail alcohol sales in
Ontario comes from the belief that
consumption of alcohol is a “social
responsibility”.
Premier Kathleen Wynne said in a
statement to the media that she believes the government’s public distribution channels, like the Liquor
Control Board of Ontario (LCBO),
“are better at ensuring minors do
not get hold of liquor.”
Representatives of the NDP have
also voiced this concern when questioned by reporters, agreeing with
Premier Wynne that the LCBO is
more capable of age filtering than
private retailers.
However, many representatives
of the convenience store industry
disagree.
They do not have the same concerns of the Ontario Liberals when
it comes to age filtering.
Dave Bryans, the CEO of the
Ontario Convenience Stores Association, explained that that convenience stores already conduct
age filtering for the purchase of
cigarettes.
According to Bryans, age filtering
tests are conducted where underage people are deliberately brought
into stores to buy items like tobacco
and liquor.
A pass rate is given to the store
depending on how many under aged
patron they deny banned products
to.
“The age filtering testing we’ve
done the past few years show that

[convenience stores] pass at 87 per
cent, The Beer Store passes at 80 per
cent, and the LCBO passes at a paltry 72.5 per cent,” said Dave Bryans,
CEO of the Ontario Convenience
Stores Association.
“Bottom line is, I don’t know what
the Liberals are thinking, it’s not
social responsibility, we test more
young people every day than the
LCBO.”
The public is also divided on the
issue of the sale of alcohol through
private retailers, with majority in favour of expanding Ontario’s distribution system.
An Angus Reid poll conducted
in 2011 showed that 60 per cent of
Ontarians supported expanding the
provinces alcohol distribution system to private retailers.
The same study showed that
67 per cent of Ontarians who had
shopped at the LCBO within 30 days
of filling out the survey wanted beer
and wine to be sold though private
retailers like convenience stores.
The Ontario Liberal government
also stated in their announcement
that they would be opening up several new outlets designed specifically for the sale of Ontario wines and
craft beers.
Last week the Provincial Finance
Minister, Charles Sousa, said to
CTV that the leadership of the LCBO
has helped launch Ontario’s alcohol
production industry, and that if it
weren’t for the LCBO, “the very industry might not be existent.”
“We would dedicate 30 per cent of
the shelf and cooler space for alcohol to craft brewers in Ontario,” said
Bryans.
“That’s a significant commitment. In Ontario today, craft brewers gets about 5 per cent and we’ve
guaranteed that 30 per cent of shelf
space would be craft beer.”
He continued: “It’s all smoke and
mirrors, they’re not serious about
supporting Ontario wine and beers
and we are. It’s small business helping small business; we’re the only
ones who understand.”

Exchange students impact learning experience
ashley denuzzo
local and national editor

The number of international students choosing to take their studies
to Canadian universities has doubled in the last decade, with 12 per
cent of students on campuses being
born outside of the nation.
Now, a study has been done
to determine how these learners
from abroad affect the Canadian
classroom.
The Higher Education Strategy
Association conducted a survey in
the spring of 2013, asking almost
14,000 post-secondary students
their perception on how international students may influence the
university experience.
“This isn’t something that there
has been a lot of research on in Canada,” said Jacqueline Lambert, the
co-author of the study. “The international students’ presence on Canadian campuses is growing.”
In this study, Lambert and her coauthor Alex Usher asked domestic
students —students who completed
high school in Canada — about their
encounters with international students and instructors.
43 per cent of Canadian students
claimed to have made at least one
international friend during their
time in school. 90 per cent of students also felt that international

students were “welcomed” at their
university and 72 per cent said these
students were “included.”
However, 60 per cent of domestic students thought that international students generally “kept to
themselves.”
“Depending on which campuses
we’re talking about, there might be
different reasons for this,” Lambert
said. “Sometimes international exchange students are in different residences, sometimes they’re in specific programs for English language
learners.”
Another aspect that was evaluated in the study was the affect
that international students had in a
classroom setting.
64 per cent of domestic students
reported that their perception of the
world was enriched since making an
international friend.
The most surprising fact of this
study revealed that a third of university students felt that international
students actually hindered their
learning experience.
“We didn’t delve into that too
deeply,” Lambert said when The
Cord asked why this number was so
high. “There are a variety of reasons
as to why that might be the case […]
sometimes language barriers, possible cultural differences in certain
cases.”
This belief also largely

differentiated amongst faculties and
programs.
In another section of the study,
Lambert and Usher also asked students if having international students in the classroom “enriched
their learning experience.”
19 per cent of students enrolled
in arts, humanities, social sciences,
and visual art programs agreed with
this statement.
This dramatically compares to the
11 per cent of science, engineering,
math, and computer sciences students who agree.
“The nature of how you interact with students may be different,”
Lambert said. “In a science program
or engineering you may have lab
partners or have a lot of group work
… that’s really dependent on having good language communication
skills.”
“Whereas the work in a lot of humanities and social science programs is independent so maybe
that’s why were seeing some of that.”
Pierlo Bray, a former international
student at the University of Waterloo came to Canada in 2012 from
France.
“[Canadian students] were really
open to exchange students and were
willing to help us,” he said. “It was
hard to debate about complicated
stuff in English,” he admitted.
Overall, Bray did not feel

joshua awolade graphic artist

that there were forms of hostility or competition with domestic
students.
“The important thing here is that
many students did say that they felt
that having international students
in the class really enriched their experience,” Lambert said.
“When we asked ‘how many of

your closest friends are international students?’ about 40 per cent
of our respondents have made about
one international student friend,”
Lambert continued. “Which is a
pretty good result considering international students make up about 12
per cent of the student populations
in Canada.”

• 9

THE CORD • WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2013

CLASSIFIEDS

Advertising Manager
Angela Endicott
angela.taylor@wlusp.com

@cordnews
@cordarts
@cordsports

POSTGRADUATE
CERTIFICATE
FROM PROJECT MANAGEMENT TO
PUBLIC FINANCE, THIS PROGRAM
OFFERS THE UNIQUE SKILLS YOU
WILL NEED TO LAUNCH YOUR
CAREER AS A COMMUNICATIONS
OFFICER, PROGRAM OFFICER,
POLICY ANALYST, BUSINESS
ANALYST AND MANY OTHER
EXCITING CAREER OPTIONS.

APPLY NOW!

POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATES
business.humber.ca/postgrad

AT ITS VERY BEST

10 •

THE CORD • WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2013

FEATURES

Features Editor
Vacant
features@thecord.ca

KATE TURNER VISUAL DIRECTOR

‘It’s something you never get over’
Kitchener-Waterloo is not immune to domestic violence and abuse against women, but many cases are
missed and not reported. Cord Community Edition News Editor Lauren Ward looks into this issue in K-W
Abuse is one of the worst things a
person can do to another person.
What can be equally bad is witnessing that abuse and not doing anything about it.
It is not uncommon for most people to look the other way.
“Silence is a major factor,” said
Carolyn Albrecht, senior director
of operations at the Women’s Crisis
Services of Waterloo Region.
“When people see their neighbours in these situations, they are
more likely to be like ‘that’s kind
of their own business. We really
shouldn’t get involved.’ That is the
attitude toward abuse. People feel
discomfort. It isn’t an easy thing to
talk about.”
Another major factor is that no
one ever thinks this is going to happen to them, so when it does, it
comes as a surprise.
“Well what made it hard for me
to get out of that situation was the
fact that it didn’t happen very often,”
explained Ashley (who asked that
her last name be omitted), a former
Wilfrid Laurier University student.
“It was mostly emotional and verbal abuse. It only happened a few
times physically, so it was easier to
make excuses. Plus he had a way
of turning the tables and making it
partly or entirely my fault. So sometimes I really thought and believed
I was in the wrong. And of course I
loved him.”
Statistics show that Ashley’s story
is not unusual.
In 2011, Waterloo Regional Police
reported over 6,000 domestic dispute calls to the Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional

Services and also responded to
one domestic dispute call every 1.5
hours. One of the most chilling facts
is that since 1995, there have been 16
intimate partner homicides in Waterloo Region.
“Unfortunately, because of the silence it is really hard to get statistics
on unreported cases. The only figures we can really get are from those
who report incidents to the police,”
said Ginette Lafrenière, associate
professor and director of the Social
Innovation Research Group at Wilfrid Laurier University.
“There are tons of reasons why

“Women in these situations are very dependent. The have become
financially dependent,
cut off from others...”
—Carolyn Albrecht, senior director
of operations at the Women’s Crisis
Services of Waterloo Region

women are afraid and keep silent.
Those who are abused might be
afraid to leave because of what people will say. Women have economic

hardships if they leave. They are socialized to believe it is better to stay
together for the children.”
She also pointed to the stigma of
being a single parent and religious
factors that might prevent a woman
from leaving an abusive situation.
“There are many complicated factors,” explained Albrecht. “Women
in these situations are very dependent. They have become financially
dependent, cut off from others, so
they have no network. Isolation
and dependency are fairly strong
factors.”
Another reason people don’t report domestic violence is that we
are also naïve to the other groups of
people affected by this.
“Most of our services are very
heterocentric,” said Lafrenière.
When a woman comes to a shelter
because of domestic violence, the
assumption is that a man was the
perpetrator. Men who are abused
also find it difficult to find a safe
space because there are no shelters
for men that specifically deal with
domestic violence situations.
Lafrenière noted that gaps also
exist for people with disabilities,
francophones and people from First
Nations communities because often
there isn’t enough screening time to
properly serve each client. Even the
perpetrators of domestic violence
are left without help.
“We need to question why they
are violent,” said Lafrenière.
“They need to get help. Often times they are violent because they were victims of violence
themselves.”
However, help does exist in the

“I think women need to
be brave and listen to
their instincts.”

—Ginette Lafrenière, associate professor at Wilfrid Laurier University

region for most who need it. The
Women’s Crisis Services of Waterloo Region is a not-for-profit charity that supports women who are in
need of assistance because of domestic violence.
They have two shelters for women and children: Haven House in
Cambridge and Anselma House in
Kitchener, respectively.
In addition, Women’s Crisis Services also have an outreach program
for women who are either not in
need of shelter or leaving them.
“Most of the beds are full all the
time, which is an indication of the
need,” said Albrecht. “Our outreach
is busy with supporting women. We
offer practical support such as with
legal issues, income support and

housing.”
But stopping domestic violence
means taking preventative, as well
as responsive, measures.
“We need to start in school by
teaching our kids about bullying.
Talk to the children,” Lafrenière said.
“I think women need to be brave and
listen to their instincts.”
Lafrenière said that even though
the Waterloo Region is not perfect,
“we sure do a lot more than other
communities. We are doing a relatively good job.”
There is a great deal of collaboration between local service agencies.
Mosaic Counselling and Family Services at 400 Queen Street South in
downtown Kitchener is headquarters of the Family Violence Project
of Waterloo Region (FVP), a partnership of counselling and police
services to help meet the needs of
those who have suffered from domestic violence.
Getting out of an abusive situation is the first step on the journey to
a healthier and more stable lifestyle.
However, the impact of domestic violence continues through life.
“It’s still surreal that it happened
to me,” said Ashley. “It’s something
you never really get over.”
If you are suffering from,
have suffered from or know
someone who is a victim of
abuse, you can find resource
information on the FVP website: www.fvpwaterloo.ca.
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The no-mirror makeup challenge
As part of an experiment, three girls volunteered to apply makeup without a mirror present to guide them

JULIA CHUNG CORD VIDEO

ALANNA FAIREY
LIFE EDITOR

A few weekends ago when I was
back home visiting my younger sister, Jenna, we had a family function
that we needed to attend. Obviously, we had to look our best for this
event.
My little sister and I both fought
over the mirror, as the other bathroom in our house was occupied. I
tried doing my mascara but because
Jenna was in my way, I couldn’t
properly apply my eye makeup and
it made me nervous whilst applying.
Eventually, I got frustrated and so
nervous about how my makeup was
going to turn out that I told Jenna
that she had to let me use the mirror so that I didn’t end up having
clown-like eye makeup for this family event.
“Don’t you agree that a mirror is
a girl’s best friend?” Jenna asked after I had pushed her out of the way
so I could put my mascara on without poking my eye out because of
“blindness.”
A realization then dawned on me.
Jenna was right and Marilyn Monroe was wrong; diamonds were not
a girl’s best friend.
The real best friend for a girl,
when she is applying her makeup,
at least, was her mirror. Without the
mirror, how would we know if our
makeup was decent enough to go
out in public?
We have become so reliant on the
use of a mirror that there is a sense

“I found the fact that I
was temporarily blind
greatly impeding my
process. I discovered
that I appreciated being
able to see myself when
I put my makeup on my
face.”
—Sarah Mathews, Wilfrid Laurier
University Student

of panic when the mirror is being
occupied at that crucial moment
when we have to apply eye makeup
before a big fancy date or a fun night
out with your friends.
One can even say that it is almost
blinding when the mirror has been
taken away.
As part of a social experiment,
Wilfrid Laurier University students
Sarah Mathews, Domenica Condie
and Brittany Diaram volunteered
themselves to apply their makeup
first with the use of a mirror and
then without a mirror so that they
could compare their faces afterwards. The results were all quite
hilarious.

With a mirror

My three willing participants started the experiment off with the easy
task: putting makeup on with a mirror available to them.
There was very little room for
hesitation as the three girls took
turns with the mirror, taking their
time to perfect their makeup.
With the girls each taking about
ten minutes to do their makeup,
each of the participants emerged
from the washroom with flawless
and detailed eye makeup and an
even application of foundation and
blush.
While it was slightly uneventful
due to the predictability of the results, the girls washed their makeup
off and prepared to do their makeup
in a bathroom where the mirror was
completely blocked off by two large
black garbage bags. This was where
things got interesting.

Without a mirror

If there is one thing that we can take
away from this experience, it is that
women are much more confident
when using a mirror as they apply
their makeup.
Though the results were not
completely and overly drastic like I
thought they would be, there was a
notable difference in the end results
when we compared the outcome the
girls had when doing their makeup
with a mirror present.
When questioned about the results of doing makeup without a

mirror present, Mathews noted that
her eye makeup was not even and
done a little thicker than usual and
Diaram felt uncomfortable applying
makeup on her eyes.
Condie admitted that she was
uncertain about how much makeup
she was supposed to apply, especially when it came to the actual application of her foundation, as there
was the fear that it would not have
an evened-out tone. Her biggest
worry came true when she was finally shown the results.
“I thought my makeup was uneven,” Condie shared after seeing
herself in the mirror for the first
time.
“I didn’t know where I put makeup on, so I just kind of rubbed it in
everywhere and I would prefer to
have a mirror.”
When Mathews was asked about
how she felt after seeing the results
of her makeup job without a mirror, she asked the question that every girl inadvertently thinks about
when they do an inadequate job doing their makeup, whether a mirror
is present or not.
“Is it fun when you go out in public afterwards and everyone sees
what a bad job you did on your
face?”
Once I saw the girls scrubbing
their imperfect makeup off their faces, it was safe for me to assume that
these three participants won’t be
doing this challenge again unless it
is for another experiment that I can
coerce them into.

One thing is for sure: these girls
have a new appreciation for the mirror in their bathroom and in their
bedroom.
Having a mirror present is the key
ingredient to having your makeup
come out successfully rather than
having you stepping outside looking
like a clown.
The no-mirror makeup challenge
certainly was an experience that
took these girls out of their comfort
zone, something that they certainly
did not enjoy.
“I found the fact that I was temporarily blind greatly impeding my
process,” Mathews confessed.
“I discovered that I appreciated
being able to see myself when I put
my makeup on my face.”

Watch online at

thecord.ca
You can
watch the full
video online
and compare
the results for
yourself!

JENNY SUREEPROMSLIP GRAPHICS ARTIST
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A go-to guide for
proper concert attire
SCOTT GLAYSHER
STAFF WRITER

Music is diverse, and so are the outfits that go along with it.
Every single genre of music has
its own unique trends and styles
that accompany the musical culture.
Being students in Waterloo, we
are consistently surrounded and
exposed to a variety of different
musical performances and events
throughout the year.
From eclectic EDM raves to the
country hoedowns and literally every other genre in between, students
constantly have to adapt from genre
to genre in the blink of an eye.
This means also adapting to the
clothing that comes with the unique
musical experience.
The worst thing ever is attending
a rave and wearing cowboy boots or
a hip-hop concert wearing a bright
tank top and fluorescent shades.
Thankfully, I am here to help you
solve this dilemma for future concert-hopping experiences.
We here at The Cord have developed a little clothing etiquette guide
for each musical event that you may
attend in the future, whether it is
your scene or not.
As you are reading this article
for advice, please keep in mind that
we have only covered the basics
and therefore, your favourite cross/
mixed/moulded/hybrid genre may
not be included in this article. The
results may vary.

EDM Rave

This is possibly one of the easiest

outfits to cook up for the ladies.
To start off, try finding a pair of
white Keds. Be prepared to get them
extremely dirty and potentially ruined. There is no way to avoid this
so just accept this now.
Don’t worry, you’ll find that you
will enjoy dirtying these shoes.
It gives them some character and
memories.
Next, grab a pair of some knee
high socks and a pair of shortshorts, all of which should be florescent and bright in colour.
When it comes to choosing something to wear for the top portion of
the outfit, the shirts should be either
a flattering crop top or a loose tank
top to ensure maximum breathing
ability.
Finish off this easy-to-accomplish look with a pair of shades and
potentially a glow stick headband
and you are good to go.
Ladies, don’t get too scandalous
when planning your outfits. Make
sure that everything is all covered
up.
For the gentlemen, the essential
ingredient to planning the perfect
EDM rave outfit is ventilation. You
are going to want to be cool and
breezy as you fist pump the night
away.
I would recommend a clean and
comfortable pair of jeans, shoes that
you can stand in for hours at a time
and a bright muscle shirt or tank
top.
Feel free to accessorize your look
with a bunch of glow sticks and coloured bandanas, as they will help to
complete the look.
Whatever you do, don’t wear anything with a heavy material because
you will be sweating buckets.
It is best to sweat from going hard
at a rave, not because of your poor
clothing choices.

The worst thing ever
is attending a rave and
wearing cowboy boots
or a hip-hop concert
wearing a bright tank
top and fluorescent
shades.

Hip-Hop Concert

Ladies, start with some high tops or
combat boots then move to either
camo shorts or a good pair of high
waisted dark jeans.
The top should be a crop top of
some variety in either a neutral colour or straight black.
Accessorize this one with either
a black toque or a plaid shirt around
the waist. Gold jewelry to finish
things off makes this outfit super
trill.
No matter how comfortable they
are, don’t wear sweat pants. It’s not
urban.
Guys, you’ve got to wear some
type of sneaker, preferably hightops and definitely a solid dark denim to go along with the look.
The shirt can essentially be a wild
card. From my experiences, I would
recommend plain white or black,
but graphics work just as well. Layer
this outfit with a camo jacket or dark
hoodie.
This hip-hop getup isn’t complete
without a snapback or fitted cap.
Rock it frontwards or backwards,

LENA YANG GRAPHICS EDITOR

either way it is a hip-hop concert
must have.
Whatever you do, don’t wear
shades. You will look very shady.
Pun intended.

Country Concert

This concert event is a classic female
favourite and probably one of the
easiest looks to accomplish.
Cowboy boots are an essential
that cannot be forgotten. Then work
your way up to jean shorts. Tattered
or clean-cut denim shorts will work
fine.
The top should obviously be a
plaid shirt that can be either tied at
the midriff or unbuttoned with an
underlying tank top.
Conclude this country girl look
with a cowboy hat and you’re set.
Country girls should always try

to avoid non-denim bottoms if you
want to adhere to the authentic
country look.
Cowboy boots are always a good
idea for men, but can sometimes
be hard to walk in if you don’t have
slender feet.
In this case, you can rock some
comfortable boots or basic sneakers. Light jeans work best here with
a nice thick belt.
Next is either a plain white tee
with a plaid shirt, or leave the plaid
shirt buttoned up.
In terms of head wear, you can either wear a cowboy hat or a trucker
hat of some variety so you can fully
rock the Tim McGraw look at any
country concert.
Gentlemen, avoid big belt buckles. It’s uncomfortable for everyone
involved.

Senioritis: the
lack of caring
TIMOTHY HOWARD
STAFF WRITER

If you’re a senior student like me,
distractions, laziness and procrastination are still your worst enemies,
even four years after you first started university.
Still, there are always going to be
obstacles in your way when trying to
do work.
I’ve had the opportunity to ask
around and have discovered some
mixed reactions from other seniors
about behaviour and habits that are
hard to avoid.
Fourth year Wilfrid Laurier University student Scott Clay reflected
on his years here at WLU and determined that if he were to do his university career over again, he would
not skip classes.
“Don’t do it,” Clay warned.
“Just making sure you go to class
is one of the easiest ways to keep
what’s going on in class fresh in your
head, even if you might not be doing
all of your readings.”
Clay’s advice for students who
are not in fourth year and who may
be in panic mode with assignments
and other obligations is not to panic
too much.
“Do a little bit of work here and
there whenever you can. Go to
class.”
I wasn’t convinced, however. To
get a varied response, I turned to another friend of mine, Nicole Sguigna, to hear about her own ‘senioritis’

“Now four years have
gone by and I’m slowly
realizing that I should
have just taken more
time.”
—Nicole Sguigna,Wilfrid Laurier
University student
RYAN HUEGLIN PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

Once one becomes a senior, there is the risk that they will begin to lose their motivation to do work.

experiences throughout university.
Admittedly, Sguigna has had moments where she took advantage of
her seniority and did not put an emphasis on her academic studies.
“I wouldn’t say that I take advantage of my seniority, but I most certainly feel as though I’m a ‘senior’ of
sorts,” Sguigna explained.
“I find myself in younger year
courses and feeling much older than
everyone else. Even walking around
campus, I feel so old and everyone
else seems so young. That being
said, on occasion I find myself not
doing certain things or going certain
places because I am in fourth year.”
Squignia reflected on her experiences at university and wished

that she had done things differently
in terms of her academics and her
studies, citing a lack of time and effort as the main regret.
“I never weeded out giving myself
enough time to not only complete
projects but to just have fun and enjoy my time in university through
volunteering, and creating a social
network. I always planned to change
this throughout my four years but I
always put it off, telling myself I’ll
do it next year,” Sguigna said.
“Now four years have gone
by and I’m slowly realizing that I
should have just taken more time.
Also, I wish I had utilized my professors far more than what I did. I
thought, initially, that all I was was a

number to them but coming from a
major like religion — I have realized
that they want to get to know us and
help us as much as possible.”
One could say that one of the
worst student habits would have to
be procrastination.
Putting off something that you
know you should be doing is guaranteed to get you into more tight academic situations than you thought
it would and you will regret it.
And no matter how many times
you have told yourself that you will
grow out of this comfortable bad
habit and put more of an effort into
your work, you soon discover that
you always slip back into this bad
behaviour. It is a cycle that is very

hard to break.
As a senior student, you will
without a doubt feel much more
confident around campus, especially
when you have to push through an
onslaught of first years blocking
hallways, and when you go to the Library to study, finding a spot is never
a problem.
However, this feeling of power on
campus amongst your peers should
not give you a free pass to slack in
your studies.
There are always going to be distractions, and ignoring those facts
won’t change anything. A big problem for many others and myself is
to remember to focus on the task at
hand.
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Moving on up
RAFEY SATTAR
STAFF WRITER

Looks like Wilfrid Laurier University
couldn’t get enough of the Bends,
the band from St. Catherine’s that
opened for Lights during the 2013
O-Week.
The Bends’ drummer, Dave Klassen, a second-year music student
at Laurier caught up with The Cord
to talk about the band’s beginnings
and breakthrough success.
The Bends formed while Klassen
was a high school freshman. After a
couple of line up changes, the band
currently features Kurt Dunn as
their lead vocalist, Luke Honsberger
on keyboard, Duncan Chambers
as the bassist, Joe Salter on guitar,
Grace Snippe on the cello, and Klassen, of course, on drums.
“We all came from a variety of
different influences,” remarked
Klassen on the band’s unique blend
of music, or what their page calls
“Post-Punk Indie Funk.”
“We had a meshing of genres

going on. That kind of helped us develop our own sound.”
Dave seems reserved overall, but
is ecstatic when it comes to talking about the heights the band has
reached.
“Our first show was at a place
called 73 St. Paul’s Street,” he added.
“You can hardly consider that a venue. There was no stage. You had to
walk through the band to get to the
washroom.”
Looking forward to the band’s
show at the Turret, opening for platinum recording artists Down with
Webster, he said, “It’s a really fun
venue to play. You can see everyone
dancing up front which is a plus.”
Klassen credits the bands growth
to the support they have in their
hometown.
“We would always have tons of
people at our shows. Most of them
were just friends from high school. It
really encourages you to keep playing when people want to see you.”
“It’s ridiculous how much they
support us,” he said when asked
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WLU student Dave Klassen and his band, The Bends, have been making a name for themselves.

about his family’s take on the band.
“They’ve been putting up with us
practicing in the basement for …
years. It’s really heartwarming!”
When it came time for the band
members to graduate high school,
some of The Bends’ members left
their hometown to attend Brock,
McMaster and, of course, Laurier.
“It’s always worth it but it’s a
challenge for sure,” remarked Klassen on the distance between band
mates.
While at Laurier, Klassen has

sampled the local music scene.
“I’ve seen a couple shows at Maxwell’s and the Jazz Room. There’s
a lot more diversity in the Waterloo music scene than there is in St.
Catherine’s.”
Reflecting on the band’s success
so far, Klassen explained how he defines success in the music business.
“As long as we’re creating something we’re happy with, and we’re
having fun at it, we’re being successful,” he said. “As cheesy that might
sound.”

He also gave advice to up-andcoming musicians.
“Keep at it no matter what,” he
said. “Get as many people involved
with what you’re doing as you can,”
he added, inspired by how far the
band has gotten with the support
from friends and family.
Waiting to see Passion Pit in September, Klassen was surprised that
people remembered him from the
Bends’ opening set for Lights. “It’s a
really cool feeling to be recognized
like that.”

JESSICA DIK STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Inaugural NIGHT\SHIFT a success
CRISTINA ALMUDEVAR
ARTS EDITOR

Kitchener-Waterloo residents
who had missed Scotiabanks’ Nuit
Blanche in downtown Toronto on
October 5 had a second chance to
explore a night-long art festival with
the first ever NIGHT\SHIFT.
Created by Kitchener-based environmental magazine, Alternatives Journal (A\J), NIGHT\SHIFT
allowed K-W residents to explore
the area from Queen Street North
at Otto Street to as far as Gaukel
Street.
Typically, most festivals held in
downtown Kitchener are based
around City Hall or the King Street
area. NIGHT\SHIFT was located
primarily along Queen Street with

a few exhibits trailing down King
Street. In an interview with The
Cord, editor-in-chief of A\J Eric
Rumble explained the unique locational focus.
“It’s really part of … re-envisioning the downtown. There are a lot of
great events in downtown Kitchener
throughout the course of the year.
But I think most of them occupy the
same kind of landscape,” he said.
“That’s one of the things I definitely wanted to highlight… so having that King/Queen section and the
K-W Art Gallery as the main anchor
for the main route was essential for
the idea of reintroducing downtown… I think that stretch of downtown is neglected as a space that
you can wander around and enjoy,”
said Rumble.

Aptly named for the “shift” in
time with Daylight Savings Time
occurring on November 2, NIGHT\
SHIFT aimed to change how K-W
residents interact and interpret the
space around them with unique and
local exhibits under an environmental theme.
Despite aiming for an environmental theme, some of the
themes may have been lost on the
attendees.
“I think it’s very much about reenvisioning the downtown core.
It became the major theme of
[NIGHT\SHIFT]. For me, there is a
really strong environmental message in that. Most people live in cities nowadays. The way that you’re
going to change our life styles and
the way we interact with things on
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a day-to-day basis is going to come
down to how you see your city and
how you make use of it,” Rumble
mused on the exact theme of the
night.
“Whether or not there is an overt
environmental message in that,
I’m not super concerned with that.
For me, it’s the idea that downtown
Kitchener is not the expectation that
is put on it.”
There were around 20 locations
around downtown Kitchener that
were home to multiple exhibits or
installations which featured a wide
range of subject matter and style.
Kim Ho and Chris Mosiadz
embraced the spirit of community togetherness with their piece,
Let’s Connect — thousands of business cards sewn together to create

numerous large strands hanging
down from a high ceiling. Attendees
were encouraged to walk through
the business cards, commenting on
commonly known contacts in a hidden alley way.
Similarly, the Walper Hotel was
host to Jennifer Gough’s event entitled Clash. Clash consisted of two
large, differing sculptures that had
cymbals positioned behind them.
Attendees had the opportunity to
go behind the sculpture and play the
cymbals in a back and forth manner
to mimic a conversation to exchange
ideas and thoughts.
As of right now, while the interest
is strong for this to become a yearly
event, according to Rumble, there
are no solid plans for NIGHT\SHIFT
2014.
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In review: latest and greatest music
Cord Arts reviews Arcade Fire’s Reflektor and Eminem’s The Marshall Mathers LP 2 so you don’t have to
TJ MROZ
STAFF WRITER

KATE TURNER
VISUAL DIRECTOR

The only thing I could think of while
listening to Reflektor for the first time
was “this is not The Suburbs.” I didn’t
feel the immediate connection to it
that I felt with their previous album,
but by the second listen I had an appreciation for their new sound.
I think with a band as iconic as
Arcade Fire it’s impossible not to
compare their newest music with
their older sound.
With every album they’ve adapted
their style, and I respect their willingness to experiment with their
music.
Reflektor is funky, weird, and completely different from what I expected from them —and I mean that in
the best way possible. I approached
this album with an open mind, and
because of that I can appreciate the
weirdness.
I encourage everyone to listen,
and I’ll defend their weirdness to
those who wont give them a chance.

JUSTIN SMIRLIES

CRISTINA ALMUDEVAR

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

ARTS EDITOR

Canadian indie favourites, Arcade
Fire, knew they had to really impress with their latest effort, Reflektor. Coming off of the success and
universal acclaim of the Grammywinning The Suburbs, Arcade Fire
had to set the bar even higher with
their fourth studio album.
And they almost did just that.
Almost.
This is not to say that Reflektor isn’t an extremely well-crafted
album. It is, with hints of different influences scattered throughout the two-part, 75-minute long
collection.
Songs such as “Normal Person”
and “Porno” showed off the band’s
versatile nature — and the assistance of producer and former LCD
Soundsystem frontman James Murphy was definitely an asset.
But some will probably label the
album as long, drawn out and, at
times, tiresome. Just one listen
to the recent single, “Reflektor,”
gives off an indication of the direction that the band is going with the
album.
It takes a while to appreciate
each and every aspect of each track,
something that was a lot easier
with The Suburbs. Arcade Fire has
definite;y taken a more detailed approach this time around.
But its complexity can definitely
be seen as a plus for many — just
make sure you have the time to fully
get into it.

Arcade Fire is back in all their weird
indie glory with their new release
Reflektor. Reflektor toes the line between mainstream success while
still not alienating their original underground roots.
Having risen to fame in 2004 with
Funeral, it would appear to be difficult to figure out how to reinvent
yourself after ten years and four
albums.
Arcade Fire managed to succeed.
This is the first Arcade Fire album
that I listened to and immediately
loved upon first listen.
Reflektor manages to cross several
genres within 75 minutes—sometimes crossing genres within one
song.
With jazz, soul, electronic, indie and even disco influences,
there is quite literally something
for everyone in this new release.
Sonically, this is one of the most diverse albums Arcade Fire has ever
produced.
The title track “Reflektor” manages to stay in line with their previous
sound while incorporating a danceable beat that is undeniably catchy.
Unlike previous albums, Reflektor
is a double album—though the necessity of this isn’t exactly clear.
Ultimately, this is one of the
strongest albums that Arcade Fire
has put out. It will be interesting to
see how they will grow and develop
as they try to retain their indie roots
with a mainstream fan-base.

2013 has, without any question,
spoiled the music scene from top
to bottom with incredible projects
from almost all of hip-hop’s elite,
but it’s just not a party until Marshall Mathers weighs in. It’s safe to
say since of the release of his sophomore album, The Marshall Mathers
LP, Eminem has become one of, if
not the, biggest house-hold names
in rap.
After a brief period of silence
from the Detroit wordsmith, the
world of music went into a frenzy
after Eminem revealed his next album would be a follow up to his career launching album, but does The
Marshall Mathers LP 2 live up to the
hype?
First off, it’s important to remember Eminem’s intention was
not necessarily to create a sequel to
MMLP1 and therefore the songs have
a surprising range in style, and even
features Eminem’s first solo attempt
at singing.
Admittedly, this might divide
fans and spark some controversy
as to whether Eminem has developed into too much of a mainstream
sound, but The Marshall Mathers LP
2 is still chalk full of everything

we’ve come to know and love about
Eminem.
The most noticeable difference
about this project, compared to others released this year, is an impressive display of work ethic and a clear
head.
While still giving us those hilarious one-liners and comments on
today’s biggest celebrities, Eminem
appears to have a new outlook on
things and almost embodies an air
of wisdom to go along with that after the many years of climbing to the
top of stardom.
One of the bigger highlights of
MMLP2 is the long awaited feature
of Dr. Dre’s two biggest protégés.
“Love Game” is a delightfully uplifting beat with tons of funny punch
lines and a stellar performance from
Kendrick Lamar, while “Rap God”,
“Legacy” and “So Far” are also deserving of praise.
One of the most controversial and
memorable tracks from MMLP1 and
Eminem’s career is “Cleaning Out
My Closet,” in which his mother and
bad childhood are the main targets
of some rather nasty lyrics.
Surprisingly in “Headlights” Eminem retracts a lot of what he previously said and even apologizes.
In terms of production the album
is put together very well and beats
reek of Dr. Dre and Rick Rubin.
In contrast MMLP2 lacks some of
the bite that can be found on other
works like Relapse and 8 Mile but to
answer the most important question, yes it does live up to the hype,
although keeping an open mind
while listening is key.
It’s evident Eminem is still undeniably number one when it comes to
the rap game and hopefully it won’t
be another three years before we get
another glimpse into the troubled
genius that is Marshall Mathers.

More arts on
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Arts bites
The latest news in entertainment

ARTS

Indie lit night returns
CRISTINA ALMUDEVAR
ARTS EDITOR

Kendall Jenner’s Scandalous
Offers
Just as socialite youngin’ Kendall
Jenner turned 18, the deals started
rolling in. However, these aren’t the
type of deals a dad would be proud
of.
A few top porn companies started offering Kendall lucrative deals
to star in an adult film, including
one for over a $1 million. Kendall
has been showing off her body for
years (in an appropriate way) and
big sister Kim Kardashian became a
household name after her sex-tape
with Ray J was released.
Now that Kendall’s of legal age, at
least six companies are hoping they
can convince her to get it on in front
of the camera. One company is saying it wants to pay her $1.8 million
to bump uglies. Other interested
parties include Brazzers, Babes and
Digital Playground. I’m sure Kim
would advise against it … or maybe
not.

Denver Nuggets Mascot
Collapses

NBA team, the Denver Nuggets had
a scary situation this past week.
As their mascot, Rocky the Mountain Lion, was lowered from the
Pepsi Center ceiling before their
home opener, he fell to the ground
motionless.
The plan called for Rocky to be
lowered from the rafters with a
spotlight on him, but when his descent to the floor began, Rocky
didn’t move and instantly collapsed
when he touched the ground.

The guy in the suit was checked out
right after and walked off the court
on his own. The cause is unknown
but my thoughts are that suit gets
pretty hot pretty fast. Someone get
him some agua next time.

Chris Brown At It Again

Chris Breezy will spend the next
three months in a Malibu rehab joint
for his anger problems. Basically, the
rehab facility has been told by those
closest to him to take him apart and
put him back together.
Brown is specifically getting
treatment for his anger problem,
which came to the surface last
weekend when he was arrested for
allegedly punching a guy in the face.
The judge in the Rihanna case will
revoke Brown’s probation, which
could put him behind prison bars for
up to four years.

YouTube Has Awards Now?

After a ton of hype and pre-video commercials, the first annual
YouTube awards have fizzled from
memory after they aired this past
week. The ceremony itself was live
streamed from a warehouse in New
York.
It attempted to capture the spirit
of early MTV awards which only
occasionally succeeded. If success means a lot of views on the
broadcast, this was a total flop. The
live stream never went past about
215,000 people at a time. Try again
next year.
—Scott Glaysher
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Starlight Social Club and Wordsworth Books joined forces again to
bring audiences their annual Indie
Literature Night at Starlight, this
year entitled “The Bride of Indie Lit
Night.”
Typically held once a season—
once in the spring and once in the
fall—Indie Lit Night aims to bring
authors and poets from alternative
publishers primarily based in Toronto to smaller cities around the
area. This year, talent from House
of Anansi, ECW Press and Coach
House Books were featured, however, this was the first year in a while
that a non-fiction book has been
included.
“[These publishers are] based in
Toronto and we realized that there
were all these others towns that
were just a drive away from Toronto
like Guelph, Hamilton and Kitchener-Waterloo,” said Evan Munday,
publicist at Coach House Books and
creator of Indie Lit Night.
“We would realize that if we got
a few different presses … all combined we
could make a
bigger
event.
Waterloo
seemed
to be a
town we’ve
often had really good luck with,
maybe because of the
two universities in town or
Wordsworth is really good at getting
the word out … we just kept at it.”
This year’s Indie Lit Night felt
different than the past seven years.

Munday noted that the audience
size had dwindled a bit from the
spring, but chalked it up to the cold.
As well, the name “The Bride of Indie Lit Night” was a new addition,
but Munday explained that because
it has been happening for so long
they treat subsequent events like
“sequels.”
The biggest change was the introduction of the “comic” emcees
Caroline Wesley and Jules MKools
the alcohol ninja. While the intent
and purpose of the duo was obvious,
the execution fell short. The pair received awkward chuckles as Caroline played straight man
to MKools’ slightly
offensive and
mostly unfunny jokes
read off of
his iPhone.
However,
this was the
only blight
on a night of
strong talent.
Indie Lit Night
hosted an eclectic
mix of genres from
a road trip to deal with intense grief to life after
Jehovah’s Witness to
minimalist poetry
that weaves its
way

through many strands of thought.
One of the stand-out performances of the night was Sarah Liss
reading from her non-fiction work
Army of Lovers: A Community History
of Will Munro. Army of Lovers tells the
true story of Will Munro, a gay activist and club promoter who helped
shape the LGBTQ community in the
early 2000s when the culture was
just gaining momentum and died of
brain cancer at age 35.
“It is a community history. Part
oral history, part essay and trying
to describe and celebrate the life of
Will Munro who was a queer activist, seamstress, party thrower, artist. Kind of like a billion things at
once — he had a huge effect on
Toronto,” recounted Liss, a music columnist and cultures
editor at Toronto newspaper The Grid.
Despite this being Liss’
first time attending the
event, she immediately felt
the difference between Indie Lit Night and other larger events.
“I’ve done a
bunch of events so far
but it’s really lovely
to come to an event
put on by booksellers … to have
the feeling that
the people hosting you have actually read your
book and really
connected with it
is really flattering
and incredible,” said
Liss.

JODY WAARDENBURG LEAD PHOTOGRAPHER
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Academic misconduct claim
part of much larger problem
Last week, students received an email regarding an academic misconduct issue. The email explained that the
Office had discovered large amounts of textbook information on a website for student use and sharing. There
were two main sources of concern – a dropbox account
open to students and a note sharing site. The dropbox
account was open to business students and included
illegally published copyrighted material that was available to all students. The website was shutdown but had
focused on sharing notes, not copyrighted material.
One publisher is investigating the issue and all faculties are encouraged to remind students that this is
unacceptable. The issue that goes unaddressed in the
email is the price of textbook prices, which spark these
types of student initiatives looking to lessen the collective burden on students. If textbooks were more reasonably priced, or students saw the value in them, this
form of academic misconduct would be less appealing.
Beyond that, if the university acted like it was trying to reduce prices and was acting in student’s interest there could be a possible perception change on
campus in which students would view the university
with more credibility on the textbook issue. It is hard
to crack down on students when students are under
the impression, fairly or not, that the university is doing nothing to reduce textbook prices and is part of the
problem rather than the solution.
An unfortunate casualty of the university crackdown
is the note sharing website that shut down amongst a
growing concern of potential publisher lawsuits and
university punishment. A note sharing website is legal, shares student material across faculties and is
available to all students. Just like the dropbox account
was available to business students, the website was
available to students across the board and thus neither
qualified as giving certain students an advantage.
Referring to these instances, specifically the note
sharing website, as academic misconduct is somewhat
misleading. Copyright infringement is illegal and is
understandably frowned upon by the university. However, note sharing and the promotion of collective student success should be encouraged.

Study on international
students flawed, redundant.
A study done by the Higher Education Strategy Association asked nearly 14,000 post-secondary students
their feelings on how international students impact
their university experience. The study suggests that for
the most part, students are students feel as though international students are welcome at the university but
tend to keep to themselves.
The shocking part of the study regards how respondents felt international students impacted their
classroom experience. Only 11 per cent of students
in science, math, engineering and computer science
and 19 per cent in the humanities, art and social sciences thought international students enriched their
experience.
The international student experience is an understudied issue. However, this study features vague questions and uses meaningless terms. Ultimately, it suffers
from redundancy. Making friends, overcoming cultural
differences and feeling a part of the university community are issues all students face. If this study was
done for students in general, the same types of problems would be identified. Universities should be worried about building upon the positives found in the
study, namely the 43 per cent of students that have an
international student as a friend. Another issue is the
study’s highlighting of competition as a potential point
of contention between domestic and international
students. Any advantages they may have on campus
are minimal and they have to deal with language barriers, limited off campus opportunities and cultural
transition.
This is not to suggest the integration of international
students is perfect or their experience cannot be improved. Integration efforts and support systems need
to expand as the international student population expands. Domestic students need to remain mindful of
the struggles that international students have to go
through, especially if trying to make the argument that
international students represent increased competition. Domestic students also should remember they
can go on exchanges and perhaps they should to better understand what international students are going
through on their campus.
These unsigned editorials are based off informal discussions
and then agreed upon by the majority of The Cord’s editorial
board, including the Editor-in-Chief and Opinion Editor. The
arguments made may reference any facts that have been made
available through interviews, documents or other sources. The
views presented do not necessarily reflect those of The Cord’s
volunteers, staff or WLUSP.
The Cord is published by
Wilfrid Laurier University Student Publications.
Contact Allison Leonard, WLUSP President and Publisher
75 University Ave.W, Waterloo ON N2L 3C5

Jacob LindgrEN GRAPHICS ARTIST

Self-respect should not
be mistaken for insecurity
LIFE EDITOR

I don’t think that a particular brand of clothing should
also brand a person’s intelligence..

Anyone who is close to me knows that
I thoroughly enjoy the world of fashion
and pampering myself. I would much
rather wear a cute dress than a comfy
pair of sweatpants. Sometimes I have a
tendency to wear heels when going to
class. I like doing my hair and makeup
and try to maintain a healthy lifestyle.
These are things that make me happy
and feel good about myself. These are
things that a lot of other people do in
their daily routines.
Yet somehow because I do these
things, people assume that I’m some
narcissistic and unconfident individual
who has very little insight to life. To this,
I say that accusation is a far cry from
who I actually am as a person.
Just because I like to take care of myself and present myself in a way that
makes me comfortable, that does not
mean that I am one-dimensional or stupid. I am completely aware that there
is a life outside of the mall, spa and my
bathroom mirror. I know about world issues and the recent turn of events in Canadian politics and I also am doing well
academically.
Vogue editor-in-chief Anna Wintour
once said, “just because you like to put
on a beautiful Carolina Herrera dress
or a pair of J-Brand jeans instead of

something basic from K-Mart, it doesn’t
mean that you’re a dumb person.” This
quote is the closest thing I’ve heard to
the truth.
I don’t think that a particular brand
of clothing should also brand a person’s
intelligence or their capacity to think
philosophically. If you just break it all
down, at the end of the day, it doesn’t
matter if your new pair of jeans are from
Wal-Mart or Guess, they are just jeans.
As long as they serve their purpose and
you are happy with how they make you
feel, you shouldn’t have to justify your
choices to anyone else.
My frustrations with self-maintenance do not end there. If I’m not being accused of being conceited or dimwitted, I am being accused of unrealistic
perfectionism and being too critical of
myself.
Yes, I am a young woman who does
have her insecurities, but just because I

ALANNA FAIREY

decide to take an extra half an hour out
of my morning routine to put on makeup doesn’t mean that I feel irreparably
broken and think that a few swabs of
mascara will cure all of my problems.
Sometimes people will feel the need
to pull me aside and say, “you really
shouldn’t wear makeup, you look better without it” as if they need to reassure
me with confidence.
The truth is, I don’t wear makeup all
that often. I am perfectly comfortable
not wearing makeup just as I am with it.
In fact, I mostly prefer myself without
makeup. Sometimes, I just like to spoil
myself and get all dolled up when going
out.
It’s not fair for someone to feel victimized for taking care of themselves,
just like it isn’t fair to make a victim of
someone who has very little interest in
clothes or pampering themselves. In
both cases, people will say that you’re
petty and unsure about yourself. It really
is nothing more than a losing battle.
The problem is that society doesn’t
tell you that it is okay to call yourself
beautiful and to love yourself. There is
this belief that someone else always has
to do it for you.
I believe that is a flawed way of thinking. You can’t always expect other people to believe in you. That part you have
to do for yourself, no matter how you
decide to express that.
So if you’re someone who takes pleasure in caring for yourself and is constantly told that you’re small-minded
and lack confidence or self-worth for it,
don’t listen to it.
I think it would be fair to say that
comments like that say more about them
than it does about you.
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We are all to blame for Ford scandal
Dani saad	
OPINION EDITOR

One of the worst parts of a political
scandal, besides those hurt by the
scandal itself, is the tendency it has
to overshadow.
Scandal has the power to divert
public and media attention and resources away from important issues
of governance and preoccupies the
public entirely.
The most recent and close-tohome example of political scandal
is, of course, Toronto Mayor Rob
Ford and his series of public controversies regarding his personal life.
Scandal has robbed us of any real
ability to scrutinize Mayor Ford on
anything of substance — legal substance that is — because we are
consumed by the headlines focusing
on scandal.
Despite Ford’s troubling personal
life, the public and the media are as
complicit as the mayor in putting
personal issues before the city itself.
The media has profited greatly off
of Ford’s personal troubles and received more attention and publicity
than it would have otherwise.
The mass interest in Ford’s drug
allegations and the media’s obsession with covering it perpetuated an endless cycle of supply and
demand where important issues
were sent to the periphery of public
consciousness.
The decisions made in city hall
that impact the every-day lives of
the millions in the GTA and shape

the city’s future played second fiddle
to a scandalous story that the media
could sell and the public would eat
up.
Allegations and conflict of interest issues aside, Rob Ford has been
an adequate, if uninspiring, mayor.
He has done a decent job following through on platform points that
got him elected and has retained his
“average Joe” appeal.
From a purely political perspective, he has done an average job and
the city could have done a lot worse.
However, he has brought international attention to the city for all the
wrong reasons and has few friends
left on city council.
He can likely no longer be effective, but the problem is that there is
no way to remove him from office.
Voters brought him in and only they
can take him out.
What’s more problematic is that
if another election was held today,
he may in fact win based on the
strength of his core constituents
and supporters that spearheaded
his Mayoral campaign the first time
around.
Perhaps if the public and the media paid more attention to offences
that could have taken the Mayor out
of office, the city wouldn’t be in such
a predicament.
Prior to election, Ford used a racial slur against a fellow councilman
and also voted against AIDS funding while explaining, “If you are not
doing needles and you are not gay,
you wouldn’t get AIDS probably.” He
referred to this as simply stating the
facts.
But both of those instances were
in the past and the media did little
to bring them to light prior to Ford’s
election. It is disingenuous to act
surprised and offended by the way

Heather Davidson file photo

Toronto Mayor Rob Ford at Fan Expo this summer after his arm-wrestling victory against Hulk Hogan.

Ford conducts himself now, when
he was exactly the same prior to and
during election.
Ford also solicited funds for his
private charity using city letterhead
and participated in a city council
vote to drop an investigation into
his actions. The act of fund-raising
itself and the conflict of interest that
followed made the news, but still no
genuine or organized movement for
Ford’s removal existed.
Ford even proposed the city get
rid of watchdog agencies (you
know, the people who make sure our

government is acting appropriately
and ethically) because they were
useless and trying to make themselves look busy. Actually, they targeted him and he didn’t like it.
Yesterday afternoon, Ford casually admitted that he did use crackcocaine, roughly a year ago in a
drunken state.
He claims he is not an addict and
all he can do is apologize and move
on. Ford survived his past indiscretions to get elected and most of his
wrongful acts as Mayor were largely ignored. He is a survivor and a

manipulator of the system and his
success has made him believe in his
own political invincibility. You can’t
make international headlines after
admitting to cocaine use, especially
after months of denying the whole
thing.
The news isn’t surprising but the
timing and delivery of his statement
was. It should be interesting to see
how his supporters handle the news
and whether he can continue to operate in his own world where Mayors get to do whatever they want
and remain in power.

Letters to
the editor

PINK sends
wrong message

RE: Academic Misconduct

Kelli Boogemans
OPINION COLUMNIST

Last week, I walked through campus
cutting through the concourse to get
to my class, and I came face-to-face
with a cardboard cut out of a Victoria Secret’s PINK model.
The cut out allows for women to
put their face on the model’s body
and take a picture, pretending that
this is their body. This is absolutely
ridiculous!
Not only is society objectifying
this person who is the model, but
also people are making this image appear to be how every woman
should look. It has a huge effect on
the self-esteem and body image of
woman whom are not stick skinny.
Society is filled with images of
what the idealistic women’s body
should look like. The idea that a
6-foot tall woman who weighs
100lbs is the “ideal” appearance
and role model for woman is completely unrealistic not to mention
unhealthy.
There are images of people all
over the place that display and push
that being unhealthily skinny is a
good thing and that being curving is
undesirable and unacceptable. With
all of this negativity everywhere
else, it was a nice break to come to
Laurier and not be pressured with

Why is it that PINK has
been allowed to bring
such a controversial
image into the Laurier
community?

images of models in every direction,
until today.
Women and men alike, have to
deal with pressures for body image on a regular basis and people
should not have to be exposed to
this at a place of learning. I understand the analysis of the images and
breaking down what the image is
about in courses, but the literal advertisement should have never been
allowed.
Why is it that PINK has been allowed to bring such a controversial
image into the Laurier community? Women are already objectified
with out having the support of this
from our University. This display
is ridiculous and Laurier should be
ashamed to have allowed this advertisement to exist.
Laurier should be promoting
healthy living and a positive body
image rather than giving into the

lena yang graphics editor

pressures of what the ideal body image is or has become.
By allowing such an image to be
displayed, it is as if Laurier is almost
suggesting that woman should look
a certain way and conform to this
desired appearance.
I am all for PINK supporting
breast cancer and woman, but this
needs to be done in a manner that
shows what a beautiful and healthy
woman looks like, not through advertising an image that models them
selves can not even live up to.
These images are so edited and
morphed into the perception of
what perfection is, that the desired
person in the image is not even

achievable by the model that the
picture was taken of.
This gives all new meaning to the
popular expression of “no pain, no
gain” because advertisements such
as these are suggesting that it is OK
for young women to starve themselves in order to be “beautiful.”
Societies’ perception of what beauty
is drastically screwed and needs to
be seriously rethought .
It is possible that if advertisements’ promoting beautiful women
who are curvy, happy, and most importantly healthy, that slowly people’s idea of what is beautiful will
change.

I received an e-mail on Oct. 31 from
Mike Carroll, the Dean of Arts, concerning students sharing copyrighted textbook material online. 		
Now, putting aside my philosophical qualms with the institution of
copyright and the ridiculousness of
the uncompetitive scam that is academic publishing, I was particularly
bothered by one quote: “Students
need to exercise judgment when accessing material not provided by
their instructor.”
I was unaware the university faculty held a monopoly on knowledge.
I rather think students need to exercise patting themselves on the back
for thinking outside the box to access material unavailable to them. I
am also a little perplexed as to why
independently seeking out information is considered “an attempt to
unfairly gain an academic advantage”. What if I just want a knowledge advantage? Is that prohibited?
For the record I have not personally participated in any copying of
textbook material. I have no need to
copy articles by people whose grasp
of how regular folks use the English
language is tenuous at best.
–Benjamin Weber
Letter policy
Letters must not exceed 250 words. Include your full name and telephone number. Letters must be received by 12:00
p.m. noon Monday via e-mail to letters@
thecord.ca. The Cord reserves the right to
edit for length and clarity or to reject any
letter.
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Time to re-think the values of war
The causes of war, and the motivations of those who fight them, are diverse, complex and misunderstood

Brad KleinStuber
OPINION COLUMNIST

Last October, I wrote a piece for this
paper in which I bemoaned the sad
state of the American elections and
urged people to reject voting for the
‘lesser of two evils.’
The following edition featured
the only published write-in to one
of my editorials: a reader disagreeing vehemently with my opposition
to voting. The reader particularly
noted that my comments insulted
the memory of the men and women
who had died defending our right to
vote.
It’s a common argument: something ought to happen because
people have fought and died for it.
People have died (allegedly) for our
right to democratic government, so
implying we shouldn’t vote is disrespectful and means their sacrifice
was worthless.
The men and women who sacrificed life and limb in WWII to protect democracy means we have to
protect democracy too.
This is not a good argument; in
fact, it’s barely an argument at all.
That people at some point died for
an ideal has no bearing on how good
that idea is.
For hundreds, even thousands
of years, ancient empires, most of
them thoroughly class-based, dogmatic and authoritarian, ruled the
political scene.
Though exceptions certainly exist,
for much of our history states have
made war to defend and expand

LENE YANG Graphics editor

We tend to forget that all sides in war fight for a cause, lose loved ones and mourn the same as we do.

violent empires. Should we defend this sort of political order as
so many have died, allegedly, in defence of it?
In WWII, Canada suffered about
45,000 military deaths to defend
democracy. Nazi Germany had between four and five million military
deaths. The Soviet Union had between nine and 14 million military
deaths, and a truly stunning total of
civilian deaths alongside.
Obviously, since so many people were willing to sacrifice their

livesfor Nazi fascism and Stalinist
communism, shouldn’t we respect
those ideologies as well?
Many will object, with good reason, that not all German and Russian soldiers believed in their government’s causes, and indeed many
were greatly wronged by them. But
why do we insist that Canadian,
American and other Allied forces all
fought for democracy?
The belief that soldiers die for the
causes we want them to isn’t just
wrong, it’s extremely disrespectful.

It reduces soldiers, largely ordinary
men and women, into stone statues
for democracy, more akin to walking
war memorials than complex human beings.
During the World Wars, it was not
uncommon for people facing criminal conviction to be offered years
in the army or years in prison. Did
they fight for democracy? What
about the professional soldiers who
simply see soldiering as a job like
any other? Most sinister, there are
certainly people who have joined the

armed forces to satisfy an attraction
to violence.
Claiming that people, especially
soldiers in wartime, have sacrificed
themselves for democracy or any
other reason reduces human beings with complex motivations to
monuments to the state, statues
with no individual identity and totally committed to an ideology. This
is an ugly thing to do to any kind of
people.
Invoking the sacrifice of past soldiers to deflect criticism from a current ideology represents an extreme
conservatism: these values were
good enough for people to die for, so
they’re good enough for us.
Values, especially when they get
entrenched in a political system, are
not immortal. Too often they are
corrupted by the force and coercion
of the state.
If Americans in WWII died for the
dream of democracy, did they also
die for Jim Crow and laws oppressing women? Did Canadians who
fought in the Second Boer War fight
against racism in the Boer republics while defending it at home and
abroad in the British Empire?
It is a noble dream to think that
soldiers are paragons of virtue with
the unique strength to lay down
their lives for a society’s values. But
it’s not always true, and the argument is the last refuge of a conservative impulse ignoring the equivalent sacrifices of others.
Next time you consider shutting
down someone’s argument with the
old ‘dead soldiers’ argument, stop
and think.
Does it really matter? People believe lots of silly things; hell, people have died for all sorts of stupid
ideas. Maybe it would be better to
actually prove your point rather than
claim others know best.

Put retired profs to work
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AT ITS VERY BEST

Some time ago, in a study analyzing the central values undergirding
North American life, the late Robert Bellah and his colleagues argued
that rampant individualism had become cancerous. It cuts us off from
responsibility for the common good
and from deeper sources of meaning
in our lives of work.
According to the authors, universities have made their own depressing contribution by fostering
a “culture of separation” wherein
a university education has become
an instrument of individual careerism, providing neither the personal
meaning nor the civic culture required to sustain a free and democratic society.
In contrast to this gloomy analysis stands a group of distinguished
university faculty members who are
eager to continue their commitment
to students and provide them with
both the meaning and the civility
to stabilize society. This group of
teachers who would try to make the
difference is professors emeritae.
Though retirement for some of
us remains a contentious issue,
university professors often retire
at 65. Some retire earlier because
they have plans and a solid pension;
some simply give up because they
are frustrated or burned out from
constant jousting with the academic
bureaucracy.
And those who do retire do not

spend their retirement hunting,
fishing or living the life of a couch
potato. Most spend their retirements reading, writing, consulting
or teaching part-time.
One of the rather dismaying conclusions of the survey is that academic retirees have little or no significant continuing involvement on
the campuses where they have spent
most of their professional lives.
And where there is involvement, it
is minimal. They retain some office
space, they can purchase a parking
permit, some get passes to varsity
football games,, a library card and a
group mailbox.
Generally however, students have
little or no familiarity with these
?oldsters? who clutter the corridors
of the buildings or occupy the carrels in the library.
This does not mean that as a
group, retired professors are unhappy. Survey data suggest that the
majority of retired professors are
satisfied with their health, income
and retired status. The one complaint is feeling alienated from the
university.
On some campuses there are
loosely organized groups of retired
faculty meeting for pot-luck suppers, picnics, informal lectures and
other social activities. But for some
such activities are not enough.
What has been suggested and
found successful are “emeritae colleges”, official entities of the university which encourage retirees to
continue their service to the institution and community; to keep their
intellectual abilities and their scholarship sharp and useful.
Emeritae in formal organizations
assist in developing course content
and special projects full-time faculty members may not have time to
pursue. They can help university

administrators in fund-raising,
alumni activities and community
relations. They can act as bridges
between students and teachers, faculty members and administrative
officials and the university and the
community.
The emeritae faculty have qualities which give them distinct advantages: they are not seeking promotion; they are not applying for
tenure; they owe no loyalties to
deans, chairs, vice chairs, etc.; they
are politically astute and can be
open, honest, and helpful in their
suggestions.
On some campuses, emeritae
colleges have their own budget, fiscal officers and even secretarial assistance. Its activities include a
monthly slide show and travelogue
at the local library presented by a retired faculty member; an “alumeritus week” to draw alumni and their
families back to campus for recreational/educational programs patterned on the Elderhostel plan; a
tutorial and mentor ship service for
students; a series of pre-retirement
seminars for university staff and
faculty; and staffing continuing education courses.
Provided they have few financial
worries and very good health, the
greatest needs of retired people are
recognition and opportunity to exercise their skills and intellect, and
to maintain social commitments.
With the establishment of an Ontario Provincial Universities Emeritae College, it would be possible to
provide retired faculty members a
base for continuing individual creativity and offer the universities and
society in general, the talents, skills
and experiences of a still-vigorous
generation of teachers.
What contributions such a group
would make!
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Shifting focus to nationals

National preview
Cape Breton
Capers
AUS champions: 9-0-4 regular
season / 2-0 playoffs

Montréal
Carabins
RSEQ champions: 11-1-2 regular
season / 2-0 playoffs

Wilfrid Laurier Golden
Hawks
OUA champions: 9-3-4 regular
season / 3-0 playoffs

Alberta Pandas
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Women’s soccer celebrates their 1-0 OUA championship win in penalty kicks on Sunday. Laurier advances to the CIS championships.
—cover

and playing with the kind of composure we needed to.
“But the last three weeks of the
season, I think we really rounded
into shape.”
The Hawks fought through two
games over the weekend in the OUA
Final Four, first edging out the thirdseeded Carleton Ravens 1-0 on penalty kicks Friday evening.
Coming into the final against the
top-seeded and No. 1 nationally
ranked Mustangs, the odds weren’t
in Laurier’s favour.
But through 90 minutes of play,
the Hawks controlled the tempo
and created copious amounts of
chances.
Third-year Julie Maheu and
second-year Suzanne Boroumand controlled the wings while
Brown worked the middle with

second-year Katie Bishop.
The backline, which consisted of
Farano, fourth-year Kelsey Tikka,
fourth-year Amanda Mithrush and
first-year Jacky Normandeau, let
very few chances from the Mustangs’ offence come through, and if
they did, fourth-year keeper Katrina
Ward stood her ground.
“I’m so proud of my team,” Brown
said.
“We fought to the end, we played
so much soccer this weekend and
we got the results we needed, so I
couldn’t be happier.”
Ward was a crucial contribution
to the Hawks’ wins, making a big
stop in the final minutes of regulation against Carleton to keep Laurier in the game, and again against
Western when she made two big
stops in penalty kicks and got some
help from the post to give Laurier
their OUA banner.
“It was pretty much the same
thing, just trying to repeat what I
did on Friday and just stay focused,”
Ward said. “We fought this hard,
the girls were tired, I knew that,
and I was like, ‘this is it. This is my
contribution.’”
Now, the Hawks will make their

fourth straight trip to the Canadian
Interuniversity Sport (CIS) national
championship as the top seed out of
the OUA, hosted by the Toronto Varsity Blues in Toronto, Ont.
The good news?
The Hawks won’t have to play the
top seed out of another division.
The bad news?
Laurier will have a date with the
Trinity Western Spartans in the
quarterfinal game, the same team
they met up with a year ago in the
2012 CIS tournament.
Last year, the Spartans defeated
Laurier 2-1 and went on to win the
CIS trophy.
“We’ll have a look at the tape of
Trinity Western’s [game],” MacLean
said.
“We played them last year; they’re
an exceptional team. We might have
our hands full, but we’re going to get
after it.”
MacLean said that he will expect
another performance like the OUA
final from his team, saying that “the
entire team, right from number one
to number eleven, were fantastic.”
“We got our goal for OUAs and I
think now, we just need to put it behind us and just build on what we

“We fought this hard, the
girls were tired, I knew
that, and I was like, ‘this
is it. This is my contribution.’”
—Katrina Ward, women’s soccer
goalkeeper

worked on [Sunday],” Ward said.
“I think we played fantastic soccer [Sunday]. This was probably one
of our best games that we’ve played
and through tired legs and injuries
and everything. So I think we just
need to go for it.”
The Hawks will open their CIS
route Thursday afternoon at 4:30
p.m. EST when they take on the
Spartans.
The winner moves on to the CIS
semifinal, while the loser drops
down to the consolation semifinal.

CWUAA champions: 9-1-2 regular season / 3-0 playoffs

Laval Rouge
et Or
RSEQ finalists: 9-3-2 regular season / 1-1 playoffs

Western
Mustangs
OUA finalists: 8-1-3 regular season / 2-1 playoffs

Trinity Western Spartans
CWUAA finalists: 8-1-3 regular
season / 2-1 playoffs

Toronto Varsity
Blues
Hosts: 10-3-3 regular season / 0-1
playoffs

Lacrosse claims bronze hardware
SHELBY BLACKLEY
SPORTS EDITOR

Following a roller coaster year, the
Wilfrid Laurier women’s lacrosse
team returned to the podium with a
thrilling 12-11 overtime win against
the Brock Badgers in the bronze
medal game of the Ontario University Athletics (OUA) championship.
“From being here, this is my third
year, and not even placing in the top
three, it feels amazing,” said thirdyear attacker Sara Hatch. “Just to be
able to be back on the podium. We
were a really strong team so it’s really nice for us to be back up there.”
“Especially after everything the
girls went through, it was definitely
well deserved. Goes to show how
good karma can be,” laughed interim
coach Jory Garibaldi.
After a three-year drought without a medal, the Hawks defeated the
Queen’s Gaels in the quarterfinal.
The Hawks met the Western
Mustangs in the semifinal for a
chance to advance to the final, but
fell 15-7. Hatch scored six of Laurier’s seven goals in the loss.
In the bronze medal game, the
Hawks were trailing 11-8 late and
came from behind to come within
one, before Hatch scored with 35
seconds left in the game to tie it up
and send the game into overtime.

Hatch scored five goals in the
bronze medal game. Sarah Stanley
scored the overtime winner.
“I can honestly say that that’s the
best I’ve ever played all season, if
not in all three years that I’ve been
at Laurier,” Hatch said. “I’m not necessarily sure where that came from.
I think it was just knowing that we
had a chance to medal.”
After all of the issues the Hawks
went through, it helped prepare
them mentally and physically.
“Just being together and winning
something together, they did it for
each other. They did it for themselves, but they really pulled through
and fought for each other,” Garibaldi
said.
“I think all of the stuff we went
through, if anything, just made us
appreciate each other more as a
team,” Hatch said. “So I think we
had that benefit over other teams
because it drew us all closer together. We were stronger.”
Hatch believes that in her fourth
and potentially final year with the
Hawks there’s room to do better.
“When I came in here in my first
year, we got fifth. And then last
year we got fourth and this year we
got third, and I can only hope that
it goes up from there. We have a
chance to be in the gold and silver
game,” she said.
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The Hawks won bronze in the OUA championships last weekend.
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Hawks
split
openers
JOSH PETERS
STAFF WRITER

The Wilfrid Laurier Golden Hawks
men’s basketball team opened their
season strong on Friday, blowing
away the new team to the Ontario
University Athletics (OUA) conference, the Algoma Thunderbirds, 9853 to grab the win.
However, they faced a much
tougher task on Saturday against the
Laurentian Voyageurs.
The Hawks managed to hold
the lead for three quarters, but just
couldn’t close it out, falling 78-71 to
the Voyageurs.
Coach Peter Campbell agreed
that the contest against the Voyageurs was a much harder task than
Algoma.
“This is a good team, this is probably a top ten team … I was pleased
that we matched them, I think we
matched them effort-wise, I think
we matched them intensity-wise.
They got more inside then we got
inside and that made the difference,”
he said.
Off the opening tip, it was the
rookie Jack Simmons who got the
Golden Hawks off to a quick start
with a couple of jumpers and a put
back.
He finished with a double-double
of 15 points and 11 rebounds.
The big shooters for Laurier
then started to take over as thirdyear Will Coulthard and fifthyear Max Allin started to hit their
shots, ending with 16 and 25 points
respectively.
Simmons stressed the importance of playing with a player like
Allin and the impact it has on his
own game and the games of his
teammates.
“Not only does he put points on
the board, but it makes everything
easier for everyone else on the floor,”
he said.
“So not only is he knocking down
threes like crazy but he’s giving us
open shots and open looks too so it’s
huge when he’s playing like that.”
The outside game was not what
was giving the Golden Hawks trouble on Saturday, but more their inside game on both ends of the floor.
On defence, the Hawks could not
seem to stop the Voyageurs’ Nelson
Yengue, who put up 26 points, most
of which were either from the free
throw line or in the paint.
The Golden Hawks still managed
to enter the fourth up 62-58 following a tough buzzer beater by Max
Allin.
However, the Laurier shooters went cold in the fourth, and the
team as a whole only managed to
put up nine points.
The Voyageurs seized that opportunity and took the lead on another
inside bucket by Yengue.
Allin tried to sum up what happened in the last five minutes of the
game.
“We just couldn’t get a defensive
stop at the end. They got easy ones
inside and we never got a bucket. We
were sitting at 71 for the last couple
of minutes and we just couldn’t get
over that hump and it cost us,” he
said.
Despite the loss, coach Campbell
feels like they have not even come
close to reaching their potential this
season, and sees a lot of room for
growth.
“It’s early in the season. We have
to get a lot better as a basketball
team. Where we are now is not
where we want to be, mid-November is not where we want to be in
January so lots of work to do,” he
said.
Laurier will now travel to Toronto
to take on the Toronto Varsity Blues
on Friday and the Ryerson Rams on
Saturday.
Tipoff for both games is set for 8
p.m.
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Robyn DeGagne scores against the Queen’s Gaels Sunday afternoon in Laurier’s 3-2 shootout win. Laurier now has 12 points in the OUA.

Big win for women’s hockey
Laurier pulls out a 3-2 shootout victory against the first-place Queen’s Gaels Sunday
DREW YATES
STAFF WRITER

The Wilfrid Laurier Golden Hawks
women’s hockey team took to the
rink to host the first-place Queen’s
Gaels Sunday afternoon, winning
a back-and-forth affair 3-2 in a
shootout.
Laurier set the tone early in the
game when left wing Devon Skeats
put one past the Gaels goaltender
for her sixth goal of the season to
take an early lead.
The Hawks continued to dominate the Gaels in the first, outshooting them 8-1 after 20 minutes.
“I think we started out great,
played hard, we stuck to the game
plan,” centre Robyn DeGagne said.
The second period was much different than the first, with Queen’s
taking the reins and giving rookie
goaltender Amanda Smith some

work.
The Gaels managed to tie the
game nearing the end of the second
period, capitalizing on a power play
and making the score 1-1.
Head Coach Rick Osborne commented on the Hawks play through
the second period.
“We looked soft on a number of
occasions, and I don’t like getting
outplayed that badly,” he said.
“Unfortunately for us, we got a lot
of practice in the second period with
bending without breaking, and we
did that well. Too much time bending without breaking, but we did it
well.”
The final period saw both teams
take some good chances, with the
Gaels holding onto the shot advantage and finishing strong.
Queen’s managed to take the lead
halfway into the third period, but the
Hawks evened the score in the dying

seconds when rookie defenceman
Montana Merante took the feed
from centre Heather Platt to put it
past the Gaels goaltender, sending
the game into overtime.
Overtime solved nothing, and so
a shootout was needed to decide a
victor.
Both goaltenders remained solid
until the fourth round when DeGagne beat the Gaels goaltender to
capture Laurier’s sixth win of the
season, winning the game 3-2.
Although it was not the Hawks
best performance of the season, Osborne is confident that Laurier can
take some pointers from this game
to move forward.
“Our d-zone coverage was the
strength that we’ll take out of today’s
game, and we will now look at finding ways to get the puck deep and do
more forechecking.”
When looking ahead, Osborne

answered that success for the
Hawks falls on three key factors.
“Moving forward, races, battles,
competitiveness,” he explained.
“The tradition of the Golden Hawks
hockey team is, ‘we win races, we
win battles and we compete our asses off.’”
Likewise, DeGagne agreed that
those three factors were what she
was planning to work on next.
“[We’re] definitely going to improve on races and battles, that’s
something I can definitely work on,
and faceoffs.”
Laurier currently sits in fourth
place in the Ontario University Athletics (OUA) conference, and will
go on the road next weekend to face
two teams new to OUA hockey,
the Laurentian Lady Vees Saturday
night in North Bay and the Nipissing
Lakers on Sunday night.
Both games start at 7 p.m.

‘Injuries are a part of the game’
Women’s basketball starts 2013-14 season with two wins despite missing four starters
SHAYNE MCKAY
STAFF WRITER
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The Hawks won both of their opening games this past weekend.

Despite an injury-laden lineup that
saw them without their four top
players, Kimberley Yeldon, Doreen
Bonsu, Courtney Bruce and Whitney
Ellenor, the Wilfrid Laurier Golden
Hawks women’s basketball team secured two wins this weekend to start
off the regular season.
The team opened their season
Friday against the Algoma Thunderbirds, who were looking to prove
themselves as they competed in
their first ever Ontario University
Athletics (OUA) game after being
part of the Ontario College Athletic
Association (OCAA), but they fell
short as the Hawks took the lead
early on and never gave it up on
their way to a 52-39 win.
“The first half we got outworked, I
was much happier in the second half
where our defence was much better,”
said Laurier head coach Paul Falco.
“We didn’t make a lot of shots that
we have been making, which was
probably just a little bit of first game
anxiety, but overall much better second half.”
Third-year Samantha Jacobs led
the Hawks with a game-high nine
points along with three steals, while
overall both team shot poorly from
the floor, with Laurier shooting 30
per cent and Algoma finishing at
just over 34 per cent.
“I thought Samantha Jacobs had

an overall strong game and Nicole
Morrison gave us some good minutes off the bench to ignite our transition game,” said Falco. “Other than
that I think everyone did some good
things but I don’t think anyone had a
superb game.”
Saturday saw a much better game
from Laurier, as they defeated the
Laurentian Voyageurs 75-54. Firstyear guard Sarah Dillon led the team
with a game-high 16 points and the
team overall shot 44.9 per cent from
the field.
Although the injuries will be an
issue, coach Falco is confident in his
team.
“Injuries are part of the game, you
have to rely on your depth and rely
on your bench,” he said. “The girls
that maybe weren’t going to get as
many minutes are stepping up and
getting some good experience. Some
of the younger ones, as well.”
With four players still out from
their lineup, Laurier is left with 12
players, four of them being rookies.
“That’s really all we can do and
hopefully we get them back later in
the year, but we have to go with the
group that we have,” he added.
Laurier looks to continue their
strong start to the season against
the University of Toronto Varsity
Blues in Toronto this coming Friday,
before meeting with the Ryerson
Rams on Saturday at the Mattamy
Athletic Centre. Tipoff for both
games is scheduled for 6 p.m.

